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Ancestry in the Archives
Jennifer Mahalidge

Several years ago, I had the privilege of
working on the DL&W payroll project at the
Lackawanna Historical Society, which analyzed

she came to consider her parents. Information
was scarce, but we knew enough. Or we thought
we did, at any rate. It had been assumed that

and transcribed the Civil
War era payrolls from
the railroad's coal divi-
sion. It was an at-times
fun and frustrating pro-
ject (some of those clerks
really needed to take a
handwriting course),

and I lamented at the
time that it was too bad
these records weren't
from twenty years or so ‘
later because, while my ,_-_giﬁ
ancestors were in min- '
ing, none of them had
come over until, at the
earliest, the 1880s.

Or so I thought.

I'm ashamed to admit that I didn't realize
until a couple months ago that Lackawanna
County had posted so many of their records
online.* It feels like something I should have
been aware of from the first day they were post-
ed, but alas, better late than never. I had never
been much into genealogy prior to this, but for
fun, I started looking up marriage licenses, first
my parents, then my grandparents, and then
my great-grandparents. Surprises were few and
far between, but it wasn't until I looked up my
paternal great-grandparents that I was actually
thrown for a loop.

Owing to circumstance, we never knew much
about my paternal grandmother's side. Her
mother had died when she was about two or
three, and she was raised by the neighbors, who

DL & W’s Hampton Breaker in Taylor, Pennsylvania

my great-grandmother, had
she even been born in this
country (her surname was
'Hughes,' which would
heavily imply Welsh line-
age), was born in St. Clair.
It was also assumed that
was where the family had
settled when they came
over. However, much to my
urprise, my great-
grandmother, Ruth, did not
list either St. Clair or

| Wales as her birthplace on
her marriage license.

She listed Peckville.

What was more, she
listed her mother's birthplace as Scranton.

While this isn't in any way earth-shattering
news, it did go against everything we'd assumed
up to that point. Thinking perhaps she might
have been mistaken, I looked up the licenses of
her sisters.

Her older sisters' licenses weren't much
help because they were older forms that didn't
list the information I was looking for. However,
her younger sister's license confirmed it. (Her
younger sister, as it turned out, was born in St.
Clair.) Their mother was born in Scranton.
What's more, I had a maiden name that I could
actually read (it was a bit scribbled on Ruth's
license) of 'Gesford.'

Which, to my ear, did not sound Welsh.
Curious, both my dad and I began to search
online, and he found an 1860 Scranton census

Continued on page 8
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A Word from the President. ..

Zelly Fveryone,

The Lackawanna Historical Society is a partner with Seranton Tomorrow's t50%. Anniversary Commit-
tee of the City of Seranton. This volunteer-based (group of citizens is involved in organizing activities and
events to draw atfention to this historic milestone with a year- /0;39 celebration that éggun on Flﬁri/ 25, 2015
and will conclude on Charter Day in Scranton, F(ﬂﬂ'/ 23, 2016, Seranton, as the seat of Lackawanna Coun-
ty, has a lot to celebrate over the course of (50 | years. Now mi/my L‘ﬁmbgﬁ the  year, p/anne&/ community
events, ﬁﬁ}ﬁ/ﬂyy and ﬂerﬁrmancex connect to and acénow[e{/ge the ﬁis’fo@ 0][ Stranton for faa/ﬂy s audience,

In support of this celehration, the Lackawanna Historical Sacie@ pmf/m(%/ o wonderful evening this
month at its anmual dinner ﬁonom’ry Seranton's M@am A nod to ﬁi.vfmy was ﬁmwké/ @ a PowerPoint
p;ﬂmm‘aﬁon recoﬂm'zi;zg all 0/’ the c@ ¥ mayors m‘inﬂ former M@or Dave Wenzel's hook and created @
Olivia Bernard, ﬂ/oi’lﬂ with an entertaining and en@ﬁfem’ny pane/ discussion ﬁmﬁ/uce/ @ Mmy Ann
Savakinus and emeeed @ Chamber 0][ Commerce Ex. Director, RBob Durkin. The ﬁane/ was comﬁriye/ 0][
three farmer mayors, the Honorable Gene Petors, James Connors and Dave Wenzel, a[ary with our cur-
rent mayor, William Cowfr'iﬂﬁf, Former Mayor Jim MCNM@ could not be with us but a  greeting from
he and his wife, Evie, was read @ Mr. Durkin J/Winﬂ the fprogram. The next /ﬂy, the event was featured on
the front page of the newspafer. What  great ﬁuéﬁc@.’.’

ﬂ/&ﬁﬁanﬂ@, 9 want to mention the work of Asst. Director for the LHS, Sarah Piccini, who has been
curating an ongoing exhibit on ﬁﬁjﬁ/ﬂy at the Catlin House ;/m"inﬂ the t50th ?lnniuemmy, Entitled "150
Years, (50 U@ecﬁ' " Sarah has been /ai;?g a jrﬂﬂf]'oé cﬁooxﬁy and| /Jrej'enﬁrig varied selections ﬁom the
LHS collection that /omuipé im@ﬁf into local ﬁi.vfmy, Thank you Olivia, Mmy Avn and Sarah, You all
are a model for muﬁ‘zlfmkinﬂ, 9 also want to commend our caretakers Jim and G@ Cﬁ'ﬁ[am/ who have fro-
vided extra TLC to keeﬁ the Catlin House ﬁm’em‘ﬂ% ﬁ/mﬂi}gg the construction!

As you can see, I often will use this space to recognize the havd work and dedication of others in supfoort of
the \S’ocie{y. In keeﬂinﬂ with that idea, 9 want to ca@mfu/m‘e 705'9/76 Cimini who was fﬁij’ymr s reci/ﬂienfof
the Alan Sweeney Award at Railfest, and John and Jenmifer Ochman, our 2005 Volunteers of the Year.
Thank you for all [ you do! The dinner fﬁij’yemﬂ, aé@ chaived @ trustse FElnine Sﬁeﬂam{ on October 8th,

was a reﬂ@  great time attended @ many friends, fpartners and [ generous volunteers that supfport the Lacka-
wanna Historical Society.  Enjoy the fall season and stay well.

Reqards,
Wgcﬁﬂe/ Gilmartin

2016 Membership Renewals are due in January
About Membership...

Society library, 10% discount in our bookstore, advance notice, special discounts and invitations
to all Society activities, members-only programs and the quarterly newsletter. Attached is a
membership form you can use to renew your membership or give to a friend or
neighbor who is interested in joining. Please return it to:

The Lackawanna Historical Society at 232 Monroe Avenue, Scranton, PA 18510

embership privileges include unlimited access to the

LACKAWANNA HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM

O Student $10 NAME

O Individual $35

O Family $45  ADDRESS
O Contributing ~ $75

O Sustaining $150

O Silver Corporate $250 TELEPHONE
O Gold Corporate $500 EMAIL
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D the (Catlin House. ..

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE NEW MEMBERS

We are pleased to announce that the HVAC , Student

. . - . Michael Prekopa, Dunmore

and electrical construction project at the Catlin o X
. Donald Wickizer, Moosic

House is almost completed! The contractors L.
have been working since April, and the new Individual
HVAC system is up and running, much to Mary Byrne, Scranton
the relief of our staff and visitors, and to the IZV arreg Ccl)x, IS Cﬁanton
preservation of our collection. The electrical yan Lvely, nerman

. . . Fran Festa, Scranton
work is also progressing rapidly, and we are Lisa Flynn, Scranton

pleased to be working with restoration Heidi Guio, Templeton, CA
specialist David Hurst of Charles N Mary to Brandon Montgomery, Scranton
refurbish all of the original lighting fixtures. Jim Remsen, Bala Cynwyd
Thanks to everyone who has supported this Michele Srebro, Dickson City
project including Lackawanna Heritage Valley Family
Authority and Lackawanna County; and a very Ten Brocek, West Chester
special thanks to LHS volunteers Greg and Jeffrey & Suzanne Mogerman, Waverly
Matt Posly for installing a drop ceiling in the Ron & Mary Ann Moskalczak, Scranton
basement to cover the new wiring! Joseph & Margaret Sznyter, Scranton

PDINE LACKAWANNA

Want to take a night off from cooking,
and support the Lackawanna Historical Society at the same time?
Dine Lackawanna is a popular success!

This fundraiser is hosted each month at a different local restaurant,
and gives you the chance to enjoy a fabulous meal chosen
from a great menu at one of the area’s premiere dining locations,
and a portion of night’s proceeds benefit LHS.
Hope to see you there!

NEXT UP:
November 18
JJ Bridges
925 Northern Blvd., Clarks Summit 570-586-8833

January 20
POSH @ The Scranton Club

404 N. Washington Ave., Scranton 570-955-5890

February 17
Café Colarusso
233 Bridge St., Jessup 570-489-2456

Like us on Facebook or check our website for future dates!
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Joe Cimini, center, with Phoebe Keating and
LHS Executive Director Mary Ann Moran Savakinus

The Alan Sweeney Award recognizes those who
work to interpret local history and promote the
heritage of the Lackawanna Valley. This year’s
recipient, LHS Trustee Joe Cimini, had long been
fascinated by stories of “the good old days” and
recalls trains and coal mining as an integral part
of his surroundings growing up. Joe began photo-
graphing trains in high school and continued
through college, capturing the Pennsylvania
Railroad in Harrisburg and the Phoebe Snow in
Scranton. While studying law at Catholic
University, Cimini also wrote a biography of the
school’s first dean, William Callyhan Robinson,
who read law in Scranton.

Cimini returned to Scranton to practice law and
teach at the University of Scranton. A licensed
lawyer in PA and in the District of Columbia he
has been a member of the Bar of the Supreme
Court of the United States since 1978. A member
of the Lackawanna Historical Society since 1968,
Joe has been a Trustee for 34 years, serving as
the Society’s president from 1989-1997. He plays
as active role in many programs, most recently as
committee planner, moderator, and presenter at
Steamtown’s legal history seminars.

We congratulate Joe on this honor and look for-
ward to working with him for many years to come!

Congratulations, Joe!
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John & Jennifer Ochman

Each year, at the LHS annual dinner, we recog-
nize a Volunteer of the Year for dedicated service.
This year, the award was presented to John &
Jennifer Ochman, who joined the Society in 2003,
and soon became active in implementing the
Grand Civil War Ball, an annual period-dress
event that highlights the Civil War era and
allows participants an opportunity to dance to
timely music in a beautiful setting. Through their
efforts, the Grand Civil War Ball has been a pop-
ular Society event for more than a decade.

Both share their love and knowledge of historic
costume and are active members of several local
history groups. Jennifer is a well known living
historian, most recently with the Confederation of
Union Generals under the persona of Louisa May
Alcott. Further, John often lends a hand for com-
puter support or advises us on antique silver!

The Ochmans always make time to attend
many of our annual and special events. They are
regulars at the monthly Dine Lackawanna fund
raisers and often appear in their exquisite period
dress for events like the August Speakeasy and
the holiday open house events. Their dedication,
time, and talent are unlimited and we are so
grateful to them for all they do to promote local
history and support the Society.

Congratulations, John & Jenn!
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Scranton Iron Furnaces Receives
ASM Historical Landmark Award

The Scranton Iron Furnaces were recently awarded the 2015 ASM Historical Landmark Award
by the American Society of Metals. The award recognizes the furnaces’ role in spurring the na-
tion’s industrial revolution in iron and coal through the use of anthracite, noting locally
produced rails that contributed to the
growth of America’s railroads. Previous
award recipients have included the
Liberty Bell, the Statue of Liberty, the
Eiffel Tower, and the USS Monitor. The
landmark designation was established in
1969 to identify sites that had a promi-
nent role in the discovery, development
and growth of metals and metalworking.

The furnaces, begun in the 1840s by
George and Selden Scranton, were the
birthplace of industry in Scranton and
helped make the City of Scranton a major =% !
force in the Industrial Revolution. Recently, the furnaces have been part of a revitalization,
hosting popular community events including Arts on Fire, the Bonfire at the Furnaces, and a
weekly farmers market. The site is managed by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Commission via the Anthracite Heritage Museum.

New Signage Celebrates Maccar Truck

LHS member Ron Moskalczak recently
provided new signage to the Electric City
Trolley Museum about Maccar Truck,
»manufactured in Scranton at the muse-
:. um’s Cliff Street building from 1914 to
. 1933. The company was founded in Allen-

Ron Moskalczak with ave Lewis and David Lewis

town in 1913 by Jack Mack, of Mount
! Cobb, and Rolland Carr as Mac-Carr
o kel bor i et oy v ntans ITruck before moving to Scranton. The
*mk;'f}";;;:f';nsv;'&-fgs«: B signage was the result of years of research

e o s{.:;‘:‘.:‘:é.g,.;:ﬁ:": ."1,14."2"1;33 ; by Mr. Moskalczak to correct errors on

previous signage that identifies the muse-

um as the site of Mack Trucks, a company

that was also founded by John Mack, but

several years earlier with his brothers in

Brooklyn NY. L.A. Lewis Moving & Stor-

age joined Ron at the Trolley Museum for the unveiling of the sign and displayed a model of an
original 1928 Maccar truck that was produced in Scranton and is now owned by Dave Lewis.
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Let’s Get Wired!!!

Work continues to move forward at the Catlin House.

Total raised so far is $368,317. We are still $154,863 short of reaching our final

goal of $523,180. So please encourage your friends and neighbors to support this
important project to keep our history preserved...or consider adding to your pledge!

Anonymous

Accentuate Catering
Florence Gillespie Brown
Dr. John & Nancy Farkas
Mort & Sue Fuller
Frieder Foundation

Anonymous
Dorrance Belin
Valerie Bertinelli
Elaine Carroll,
In Memory of Birdie Carroll

Anonymous

Bill & Bridget Conlogue

Friends of LHS, In Memory of
Arlene Devereaux O’Hara

Doug & Shannon Forrer

David & Ann Hawk

Paul & Adrienne Horger

Irwin & Donna Adler

William J. Antognoli

John Beck

Olivia & Tony Bernardi

Faye & Richard Bishop

Dr. & Mrs. Edward Boehm

Peter & Sally Bohlin

Bohlin, Cywinski, Jackson

Conrad & Dorothy Bosley

Richard & Jane Bovard

F. Warren & Carol Fells Breig

Maureen Brennan

Marjorie Brown

Edward & Nancy Burke

Gerald Burns

Laurie Cadden

Patrick A. Calvey

Carbondale Historical Society

Carpenter’s Local Union 645

John G. Carling

Cathy Chamoni, In Memory of
Catherine R. Chamoni

Amps ($3000 and over)

LHVA

Arlene Devereaux O'Hara
Dalida A. O'Malley
Richard Leonori

Linda Lynett

Monroe County LSA Grant
People’s Security Bank

Ohms ($1000-$2999)

Joseph F. Cimini

Charles Connell

Donald Frederickson, Jr., Esq.
Joe & Fran Garvey

Michael & Nada Gilmartin
Tom & Eileen Griffiths

Joules ($500-$999)

Theodore Horger
Tom & Fafi Karam
Dominic Keating
Mary McDonald
Jane Martin

Mary Jane Memolo

Watts ($100-$499)

Chipak Funeral Home
Bonnie Ciero

Brian Clark

Jim & Gay Clifford
Colman Sales Co., Inc.
Mary Theresa Connolly
Willis Conover

Lynn M. Conrad
Cruciani Family

Cathy Cullen

Cemetery Ass. of Dunmore
Mary Dymond

Fidelity Bank

Jack Finnerty

FNCB

Esther Friedman
Ernest J. Gazda
Natalie Gelb

William Gershey

Ann Gilmartin

William & Theresa Graziano

PHMC Keystone Grant
PPL Corporation

Greg & Chris Posly

Ella Rayburn

William J. Rinaldi, Esq.
Ross Family Foundation

Tom & Paula Horlacher
Jeff Kiefer

Jane E. McGowty

Morey & Sondra Myers
Overlook Estate Foundation

Roswell S. Patterson

Nick & Sue Petula

Raymond R. & Andrea J. Pilch
Prudential Foundation
Quandel Construction Group
Dennis Ruddy

Robert & Mary Ann Savakinus

Andrew & Mary Hailstone
Natalie Henkelman
Hinerfield Commercial Realty
Dr. Frank X. J. Homer
Jean Horger

IBEW Local #81

Mary Ann Jacquinot
Jermyn Historical Society
Dave & Sue Jones
Robert T. Kelly

Violet Kelly

Lawrence & Judith Kennedy
Tom Kingsley

Michael & Jennie Knies
Arlene Kohl

Lois Kretsch

John Krisa, Esq.

Chester & Deilsie Kulesa
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Langan
Lee Electric Supply Co.
Ellen Lodwick

George & Patti Lynett
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Scott & Libby Lynett

Phillip & Kathleen McCarthy

In Memory of Francis P. Hanley & Leslie A. Mills

Mary Lynn McDermott
Nancy McDonald

Thomas J. McHugh
Thomas McLane

Dorothy Mackie

Matthew D. Mackie, Jr.
Richard & Sally Marquardt
Sharleen & Dennis Martin
Midlantic Engineering Inc.

NE Detachment Marine Corps League

James Nicholas

Jim & Alice Noone

John & Jennifer Ochman
Ann Marie O’Hara

Vera Jean Pace

Joseph Pascoe

PNC Bank

Pesavento Monuments
Leni Piasky

Hank & Barbara Platt

Watts ($100-$499) continued

John & Silke Reddington
Mary Rhodes

Francis & Jeanne Ruane
Daniel Schreffler
Scranton Rent-All

John & Susan Sheerin
Elaine Shepard

Jean Shields

James & Barbara Shuta
Erin & Joseph Speicher
Deirdre Taylor

Gene & Joan Turko
University of Scranton
James & Sharon Vipond
R.J. Walker

Jack & Liana Walsh
Torry Watkins

Timothy D. Welby, M.D.
David & Janet Wenzel
James Wert

Kathy Winckler

Kristen Yarmey
Thomas Yeager
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Volts (under $100)

Anonymous Anne Gershey Mark & Michele McDade
Clara Adcroft Jane Gilligan Chris McWilliams
Walter Avery Michael & Nada Gilmartin Minnie Mead

James Benetzky In Honor of Pat Atkins Gail Morgan

Andy Billek Dorothy Gordon Gino Mori

Michael G. Bufalino
William & Susan Calpin
CECO Associates

Ray Ceccotti

Anthony & Diana Centrella
Carol Chisdak

Mike Chmiola

Phil Condron

Shirley Cottrino

Robert & Sharon Cuff

Shawn Murphy

Linda O'Leary

Ed Osman

Juliana Piccini

Melissa Raught Dahlenburg
Alana Roberts

Francis Ruane

Paul Rudnick

Julia Savakinus

Elsie Schweitzer

Joyce Hatala

Richard Healey

Jack Horvath

Alan & Polly Hughes

IBM International Foundation
Barbara Jean Jones

Steve & Joanne Kavulich
Dale & Joyce Keklock

Judi Keller

Sandra Korpak & Jeff Gretz

Thomas Dailey Delores & Edward Kownaski Linda Scott
Bob Durkin Dennis & Mary Kryzanowski Doug Smith
Robert N. Eckersley Mr. & Mrs. Charles Kumpas Peter Smith
Daniel Emick Rudolph Kunz Pat Tobin

Martin A. Toth, Esq.
Sally Venesky
Jeanette Wagner

Ron Leas
David & Anita Lohin
Mr. & Mrs. Richard MacGregor

John Anthony Farkas, Jr.
Joshua Felter
Rabbi Michael & Doris Fine

Diane Fritz Conor Malone Marilyn Wentland
William H. Fritz Peter Manley Shelley White
Beth Gallagher Ralph J. Marino Patrick Young
Eugene & Lois Gallagher Pat Marion William Young

Thanks again to everyone for supporting this project.
If you have not yet made your pledge, know someone who wants to support the
project or want to add to your pledge, please use the form on page 11.
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Continued from page 1

(on ancestry.com, now the bane of my existence)
that listed a Mary Ann Gesford (the name listed
on Ruth's marriage license) living with her par-
ents, William and Eliza, in Providence.

I let this information stew a bit overnight,
and it was when I was standing at the kitchen
sink washing the dishes that it suddenly hit me:
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great-great-grandfather, which meant that not on-
ly was I wrong about how long my family had been
in the country, but I had English ancestry I'd nev-
er even known about.

Sadly, there do not exist, so far as I'm aware,
of any pictures of Grandpa Gesford, as my dad and
I have taken to calhng him. Per his death certifi-

I knew that name.

William Gesford, 1
was about 99.9% certain,
had been on those @he Delatare, Lackatoanny
DL&W payroll sheets. I i
could even picture where
he was on the sheets,
could picture the neat
and somewhat swooping
handwriting of the clerk
that I still sometimes
see in my sleep, and I &
was certain he was a
contract miner most
commonly at the Hamp-
ton Mine.

Hoping I hadn't 6
cleared out my email box -
entirely, I went through
my 'sent' items until I
found the Excel file I 9
was looking for, and 10
sure enough, there he
was, William Gesford,

REMARKS. | No.

M

(S8

11

NAMES. (

— cate, he was born in England
_._ |in February of 1828 (later
CO4 narrowed down to Trow-
and Bl estertt Rail-Boad @of bridge in Wiltshire) and emi-
grated to the US in the early
1850s (his wife, Eliza Phil-
lips, purportedly emigrated in
the mid-1840s, and though
there is an Eliza Phillips liv-
ing in Carbondale in the 1850
census, there's no way of
knowing for sure if that's her
or not). His parents were
George and Eliza, and he was
the second oldest of eight
children (research suggests
that two or three of his broth-
ers joined him in the anthra-
cite region; the sisters re-
mained in the old country).
He married, had two daugh-
ters (my great-great grand-
mother, Mary Ann, born in
February of 1854, and Jennie,

o ,/////Ay//m,///) ad

contract miner, number
12002 at the Hampton
Mine (meaning he was
the second miner listed on the first payroll sheet
for the Hampton Mine I had ever looked at, dated
January of 1860).

Wanting to make sure my 'I's were dotted and
my '"T's were crossed, I went through every form of
the name "'William Gesford' imaginable on ances-
try.com (including every crazy spelling I could
think of) to make sure that there was no other
William Gesford this could possibly be. It wasn't
exactly a common name, but it wasn't entirely un-
common either (there was one or two living in
Maryland at this time). Luckily, there was only
the one William Gesford living in the state, and so
by process of elimination, I came to the conclusion
that, yes, the William Gesford employed as a con-
tract miner by the DL&W was indeed my great-

January 1860 DL&W payroll sheet showing
entry for William Gesford circled near the number 7.

born in January of 1870), and
from Mary Ann, had eleven
grandchildren (Jennie, as far
as I can tell, was childless).

I'll never know what possessed him to leave
Wiltshire and settle in Scranton, but if a profile by
the Scranton Truth in 1906 is any indication, he
was very happily employed as a coal miner, spend-
ing pretty much his entire career as a miner in the
employ of the DL&W. In fact, even in 1906, at the
age of 78, he was still employed as a miner, work-
ing at that point in the Storrs mine (where he
quite possibly had been working since at least
1893). He lived another six years after that profile
(entitled William Gesford the Oldest Active Miner
Hereabouts) and died in November of 1912 in
Peckville at the age of 84. He's purportedly buried
in Prospect Hill Cemetery, but cemetery records
from prior to 1922 were destroyed in a fire, and a
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visit to what we can only assume was the old family
plot shows the old stones having been replaced by
one communal stone listing only two surnames, nei-
ther of which is Gesford. Since this is the plot
where his two daughters and a few of his grandchil-
dren are definitely buried, it's safe to say this was
probably the plot he purchased when his wife Eliza
died in the summer of 1902.

It sounds crazy, but it feels different know-
ing I have a longer and deeper connection to the
city of Scranton and the county than I had previ-
ously thought. It doesn't change anything, but it
gives me a new or maybe a better appreciation for
history of the area knowing I have a stronger con-
nection to it. William Gesford might not have

VOLUME 45, NO. 4

amounted to much more than a simple miner,
but he left quite the footprint not only in his
own time but for generations to come, and I
would be curious to know how many descend-
ants there are of William Gesford alive today.
Probably more than any of us realize.

*Wondering where to start searching for your own
family history? Lackawanna County recently digitized
birth and death records up to 1906 as well as marriage
records and wills to the present. These records are
available online at lackawannacounty.org. You will
see a link for “Public Records,” then “Genealogy
Records.” Records can be saved or printed for future
reference. Happy researching!

Book Signing at the Catlin House

On Tuesday, November 17 Cheryl Kashuba and Roger DuPuis will hold a
book signing at the Catlin House for their new book, Images of Modern
America: Scranton from Arcadia Publishing. This new book focuses on
Scranton’s recent history and features color photographs of recent events
including the construction of Steamtown National Historic Site and The
Commonwealth Medical College plus familiar landmarks like the Purple
Cow and the Hotel Casey. The signing will be held at the Catlin House at

6 pm. Come meet the authors and get your piece of recent Scranton history!

Civil War Roundtable

The Lackawanna Historical Society continues to host the Scranton Civil War Roundtable in
partnership with the Confederation of Union Generals (COUG). The monthly Roundtable is
open to anyone with an interest in the Civil War era. In September, COUG member Don
Holdridge portrayed Captain Emory Upton and Roundtable member Barb Strangfeld gave a
presentation on Charles Russell Lowell, Jr. in October. The group will host a book discussion of

Henry Thomas.

Eric Wittenberg’s Plenty of Blame to Go Around on November 10.
Discussions in 2016 include a tour of a new exhibit at the Hope Horn
Gallery on Ezra Ripple’s experiences in Andersonville prison, a presen-
tation on Civil War baseball, and a portrayal of Major General George

Yearly membership dues for the Roundtable are:
$20 for an individual and $25 for families.
For more information, to suggest a topic or to make reservations
for the next Roundtable meeting, call the Society at 570-344-3841.
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Society Happenings

N\
R7SSEAVE

Ros-Al Fall Antiques Expo
The Society will once again be work-
ing with Ros-Al Antiques and Floral
for an antique expo at the Four
Points Sheraton. A special “Dicken’s
Christmas”- themed Preview
Party with our friends from the Gouldsboro
Methodist Choir will be held to benefit LHS on
Friday, November 6 from 6-8 pm. Tickets are
$25 per person. Join us for a special sneak-peek
of the antiques for sale and get a jump on the
holiday spirit! The expo will continue through
weekend and will be open Saturday, Nov. 7
from 10 am— 5 pm and Sunday, Nov. 8 from 10
am— 4pm. Call us at 570-344-3841 for tickets.

Visiting Nurse Association

Celebrates 120 Years

On Sunday, November 22 the Visiting
Nurse Association will present a program
at 2 pm at the Catlin House to mark their
120-year history in

Lackawanna County.

The program will A
provide an overview
A -

of the agency’s histo- Since 1895
ry and years of ser-

vice, and a look forward to the future. A
display of historical photos of the Visiting
Nurses Association as well as vintage uni-
forms will also be on exhibit. This program
1s free and open to the public. We hope to
see you there to help celebrate this land-
mark anniversary!

ICS Exhibit and Lecture at Weinberg Memorial Library
When Thomas Foster founded the International Correspondence Schools (ICS) in Scranton in
1895, he was providing courses to help coal miners with limited English pass required safety
exams. By 1930, more than four million students had enrolled in the school's various technical
courses. As educational opportunities increased, the school changed hands a number of times,
and is currently operated by Penn Foster. In 2002, the University of Scranton’s Weinberg
Memorial Library received a donation of ICS materials. A new exhibit, using ICS marketing
materials, will highlight the history of the school. On Tuesday, November 3 at 6 pm, LHS
Trustee Bill Conlogue will give a presentation about the history of ICS at a reception for the
new exhibit. The exhibit will be on display in the Weinberg Library’s fifth floor Heritage

Room through Friday, December 11.

Christmas is Coming to the Catlin House!
Join us on Sunday, November 29 at Noon for a Victorian ornament-making
workshop led by Arlene O’Malley to get a jump on your holiday decorating!

Be sure to come see the Catlin House decorated for Christmas at our
Members-Only Holiday Open House on Thursday, December 10 at 7 pm
Enjoy food, wine and live music by Doug Smith Trio, as well as horse-drawn
carriage rides around the Downtown offered by our friends at Brook Valley

¢, Farms. We will also elect the Society’s Trustee Class of 2018.

On Friday, December 11, the Catlin House will be open to the public at
7 pm for more Christmas festivities. Wassail and sweet treats, stories and
games will be part of this old-fashioned Christmas celebration. Come join us!
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c ’ . '”
Let’s Get Wired! Capital Campaign Pledge Form

Commit now to keep the
Catlin House wired!

The cost of the Catlin House
Electrical and HVAC upgrades
1s $523,180. Please join us in )

Pleqse Print
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I I am pleased to support the Lackawanna Historical Society with my contribution

|

|

|
taking care of one of the area’s : Levels of Giving

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|
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indicated below to upgrade the Catlin House electrical and HVAC systems:

architectural treasures and
make your commitment today.

Name(s) [ 1Amps $3000 and over

[10hms $1000 - $2999
Address [ Joules $500 - $999
[ wars $100 - $499
[volts under $100

The Lackawanna Historical Society
Phone (day) Phone (evening) is a 501 (C) 3 organization.
All contributions are tax deductiblein
accordance with Pennsylvania state law.
Your check is your receipt.

Use this form
to make your pledge.
Make check payable to the
LHS Restoration Fund
and return to:

City State Zip Code

Lackawanna Historical Society
232 Monroe Avenue
Scranton, PA 18510

Sesquicentennial Archive
MEMO RIALS LHS has partnered with the Albright
Memorial Library, the Weinberg

In Memory of Mary S, Rayburn ; ;
Y Y Y Library, and other community partners

Linda Lynett to create a digital archive for Scranton’s
upcoming Sesquicentennial. We will be
In Memory of Bernadine Carroll Herie working with

students from

Mary Ann Moran Savakinus the University

Ann McGrath of Scranton and
digital services
In Memory of Raniero Materazzi 1ibrar%ans from
Ella Rayburn both libraries to
scan some of
Mary Jane Memolo our archives

and documents that tell the story of
Contributions to the Lackawanna Historical Society  Scranton’s early days. We will begin

in the name of individuals are placed in a Memorial scanning George Scranton’s letter books
Fund and are not used for general operations. If from 1850-1852, which relate to the

you'd like to make a contribution to the Society in the  foundation of the DL&W Railroad and

name of an individual, please send your check made the purchase of the railroad’s first

payable to the Society including the name and locomotive, the Spitfire. The scanned
address of person(s) for whom memorial is made. letters will later be available to the
All contributions to the Lackawanna Historical public through the Lackawanna Valley
Society are tax deductible to the fullest Digital Archives.

extent that the law provides. Watch for more records to be added!
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UpcoMING PROGRAMS AND EVENTS

TUEs., Nov., 3, 6 PM ICS exhibit & lecture by Bill Conlogue (see pg. 10)
at the Heritage Room, Weinberg Library, 5th floor

FRI., Nov. 6, 6 PM ROS-AL ANTIQUE EXPO preview cocktail party (see pg. 10)
at the Four Points by Sheraton Hotel, Meadow Ave., Scranton $25 donation

SAT. & SUN., NOoV. 7-8 ROS-AL ANTIQUE EXPO (see pg. 10)
at the Four Points by Sheraton Hotel, Meadow Ave., Scranton

TUES., NoVv. 17,6 PM SCRANTON book signing by Cheryl Kashuba & Roger DuPuis (see pg. 9)
at the Catlin House

WED., Nov. 18 DINE LACKAWANNA at J.J. Bridges (see pg. 3)

SUN., Nov. 22, 2 PM VISITING NURSE ASSOCIATION lecture & display (see pg. 10)
at the Catlin House

SUN., Nov. 29, NOON ORNAMENT WORKSHOP at the Catlin House (see pg. 10)
THURS., DEC. 10, 7 PM MEMBERS-ONLY HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE at the Catlin House (see pg. 10)
FRI., DEC. 11,7 PM HoLIibAY OPEN HOUSE at the Catlin House (see pg. 10)

SUN., DEC 20, 6 PM HOLIDAY PARTY AT THE ROSSETTI HOME at 1005 Vine St. in Scranton
Donations benefit the Society & Tours of the house will offered all day starting at noon

FRI., JAN. 15, TBA SHEPPTON MINE DISASTER Mining History Week presentation by Kate Gibbons
at the Catlin House
WED., JAN. 20 DINE LACKAWANNA at POSH (@ the Scranton Club (see pg. 3)

See page 9 for upcoming Civil War Roundtable topics.
Visit www.lackawannahistory.org and like us on Facebook for up-to-date listings of all activities!




