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    An exciting part about historical research 

is the joy of discovery, stumbling upon infor-

mation about the past and gaining respect 

for what life was like. Occasionally there are 

gaps in the record that create holes about a 

specific event or person, which add a flavor 

to the mystery of research. The researcher 

becomes a detective, 

arriving at a conclu-

sion based on the evi-

dence present in the 

sources they look at. 

A source could be a 

book, newspaper, 

magazine, advertise-

ment, etc. The histo-

ry of Hyde Park Bor-

ough, a neighborhood 

of West Scranton, is 

full of such mysteries. 

Thus the reason for 

this article; to peel back the layers of time 

and take a fresh look at the heritage of this 

unique community in hopes of making a 

more complete record of history. 

    Early settlement of the area was not in 

Hyde Park but rather what are now the 

neighboring areas of Taylor and Capouse 

(modern day North Scranton) with the arri-

val of Timothy Keys and James Hocksey at 

Taylor and Isaac Tripp at Capouse. During 

the Battle and Massacre of Wyoming, July 3, 

1778 Keys, Hocksey, and Tripp were cap-

tured by the Indians. Keys and Hocksey 

were scalped near Clarks Green, but Tripp 

was released. 

     The settlement of Hyde Park started in 

1790 with a man known as Mr. Lindley who 

erected a log cabin near what is now N. 

Main Avenue and Washburn Street. Then in 

1794 Rev. William Bishop built a house on 

the land near N. Main 

Avenue and Price street. 

Rev. Bishop’s residence 

was mainly used for reli-

gious and schooling pur-

poses. Other early set-

tlers were the Wash-

burns, Knapps, Griffins, 

and Heermans. These 

families all purchased 

land in central Hyde 

Park.  The Briggs Family 

settled near Keyser Creek 

and became successful 

farmers. 

    As the eighteenth century closed and the 

nineteenth opened, Hyde Park would see 

rapid growth of settlers and industry. The 

original settlers became folk heroes of the 

area.  

    The first of these was William Merrifield, 

who came to the area at the age of thirteen 

in 1819 when his father Robert relocated the 

family to Providence from Columbia County, 

New York.  Merrifield cleared the land with 

his father to build the family's homestead. 

Due to the limited access to schooling,  

Cont. on pg. 10 

The Foundations of Hyde Park 
By John Ferrara 

Hyde Park Hotel 

Corner of  Main Avenue and Jackson Street 
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Society library, 10% discount in our bookstore, advance notice, special discounts and invitations 
to all Society activities, members-only programs and the quarterly newsletter. Attached is a 
membership form you can use to renew your membership or give to a friend or 
neighbor who is interested in joining. Please return it to:                                    
The Lackawanna Historical Society at 232 Monroe Avenue, Scranton, PA  18510 

 
LACKAWANNA HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM  

   Student   $10 NAME  

   Individual   $35  

   Family    $45 ADDRESS 

   Contributing   $75   

   Sustaining   $150 

   Silver Corporate  $250 TELEPHONE 

   Gold Corporate   $500 EMAIL 
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  The Lackawanna Historical Society is 

a 501(C) (3) non-profit organization 

which is dedicated to keeping vital the 

history of Lackawanna County. It is 

supported in part by the Pennsylvania 

Historical and Museum Commission, 

the Catlin Memorial Trust, Lackawanna 

County, and membership dues.   

Regular hours are Tuesday through 

Friday 10 am to  5 pm and Saturdays noon 

to 3 pm. 

  The Lackawanna Historical Society  

Journal is published by the Lackawanna 

Historical Society, 232 Monroe  

Avenue, Scranton, PA 18510 

Tel. (570) 344-3841. Address questions 

to lackawannahistory@gmail.com 

  Members of the Society receive this 

publication. Membership contributions 

are $35 and up for Individuals, $45 for 

Families, and $125 for Organizations.  

Special Silver and Gold Corporate 

memberships are available. 

  The Lackawanna Historical Society Jour-

nal is printed in Scranton, Pennsylvania. 

Entire contents copyrighted © 2017 by 

the Lackawanna        

Historical Society.   

 

A Word from the President… 
 

Hello Everyone, 
 

The recently completed national election cycle and the transition of government 

leadership has made me think about how important and significant history is in 

our lives. At the same time, you realize how much we are all a part of it as indi-

viduals and that we do make an impact on our history. This impact is only felt, 

however, if we get involved, if we do something to contribute. I firmly believe 

this to be true. 
 

Therefore, in the coming weeks and months I encourage you to do just that. As a 

community organization we exist to preserve, collect, and present the history of 

Lackawanna County, that is its past, present and future. We exist because  

individuals and other like–minded organizations actively, as well as financially, 

support our mission. As always, this newsletter provides you with a variety of 

ways to become involved, to contribute and ultimately, become more of a part of 

local history. Read on about the activities of others and the opportunity for you 

to become engaged with the programs, projects and events of the Lackawanna 

Historical Society. 
 

Currently, our capital campaign is in its final stage to reach the goal required to 

sure the protection and preservation of our collections. Thanks to everyone who 

has contributed so far and if you can, consider adding to your contribution. Look 

for details about our spring activities in this newsletter so that you might be able 

to attend and support them. Or, take an opportunity to memorialize an individ-

ual or personal event is also presented. 
 

Most important to me is the opportunity for membership in the LHS outlined 

below. Encourage someone you know to become involved through membership. 

Give the gift of membership to someone, a friend or family member, as a way to  

increase your involvement. The commitment to membership in the historical  

society helps define who you are and how you can be a part of history.  

Stay well and be involved! 

       Sincerely, 

       Michael Gilmartin  

Did you renew your 2017 LHS Membership? 
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In the Catlin House... 
WELCOME  

New Members 
 

Student 
Megan Hosie, Jessup 

 

Individual 
Loren Brink, Clarks Green 

Kathy Celli, Scranton 

Annette Fisher, Scranton 

Anna Laird, Scranton 

Barbara Lewis, Grand Forks, ND 

Torrie Mattes, Scranton 

Elaine Mazzoni, Carbondale 

Lucinda Neubert, Clarks Summit 

Gerard O’Malley, Clarks Summit 

George Pawlush, Chesire, CT 

Linda Steier, Scott Township 
 

Family 
John & Grace Adamsky, Clarks Summit 

Gayle Baar, Scranton 

Mr. & Mrs. William Cholish, Scranton 

James & Joan Kearney, Sterling 

Shean Family, Scranton 
 

Contributing 
Bill Burnell & Kate Holod, Clarks Summit 

 Richard Pine, Salem, OR 
 

Sustaining 
Don & Nancy O’Hara, New Cumberland 

Local History Curriculum 

Introduced in Scranton Schools 

TRUSTEE NEWS 
At the general meeting on December 8, the Lackawanna Historical Society members elected 

the following individuals to serve an additional three-year term on the Board of Trustees:  

Joseph F. Cimini, Esq., Laurie Cadden, Douglas Forrer, Mary Jane Memolo, Christine Posly, 

and Elaine Shepard. At their  January 18 meeting, the LHS Board of Trustees elected the 

following officers: Michael Gilmartin, President; Don Frederickson, Esq., 1st Vice  

President; Laurie Cadden, 2nd Vice President; William Conlogue, Secretary; Douglas Forrer, 

Treasurer; Dalida O’Malley, Assistant Treasurer. Thank you to all our Trustees for their  

continued dedication and good work for the Society throughout the year.  

LHS recently partnered with 

the Albright Memorial Library 

and Scranton School District 

to create a local history curric-

ulum for 6th, 7th, and 8th 

graders. The project was fund-

ed by a grant from the Scran-

ton Area Foundation. The So-

ciety published a booklet de-

tailing the city’s history, from 

Indians to industrialization, that students will 

receive. A special Lackawanna Valley Digital 

Archives website will be created to provide stu-

dents with digital photos, maps, and further 

resources. The curriculum will be introduced 

to students at the end of May.  

EDUCATION 

You Live Here; You Should 

Know This!  

Teams Forming Now 
If you are interested in forming a team to play this 

year’s local history game show on May 6, call the  

Society at (570) 344-3841 

Looking for a “cool” perspective?  

Winter walking tours available!  
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Want to take a night off from cooking,  

and support the Lackawanna Historical Society at the same time? 
                                  Dine Lackawanna continues to be a popular success!  

This fundraiser is hosted each month at a different local restaurant,  

and gives you the chance to enjoy a fabulous meal chosen from a great menu at one  

of the area’s premiere dining locations, and a portion of night’s proceeds benefit LHS.  

Hope to see you there! 

NEXT UP:  

 

February 15 

Stirna’s,  120 W. Market St., Scranton (570) 343-5742 
 

March 15 

Tiffany’s Tap & Grill, 291 N. Main St., Eynon (570) 876-0710 
 

April 19 

Café Classico, 1416 Mulberry St., Scranton (570) 346-9306 (need voucher) 
 

May 17 

Camelot Restaurant, 17 Johnson Road., Clarks Summit (570) 585-1430 
 
 

 *Like us on Facebook  

or check our website for future dates! 

 

The Scranton Civil War Roundtable meets the second Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. 

Yearly membership is $20 for an individual and $25 for families and is open to anyone with 

an interest in the Civil War era 1860-1865. The schedule of upcoming speakers is as follows: 

February 21: Jim Remson, “Embattled Freedom” and the stories of black soldiers 

March 14 :Bob Hanrahan, “Naval Battles during the Civil War” 

April 11: Tom Jordan as Gen. George Armstrong Custer 

May 9: Barb Strangfeld,  “Lt. Charles Read” 

June 13: “Draft Riots” Roundtable 

July 11: “Reconstruction” Roundtable 

August 8: “Copperheads” Roundtable 

September 12: Joann & Pat Dunigan, “Civil War era Etiquette” 

October 10: Laurel Lipshutz as  Dr. Mary Walker  

November 14: Book Discussion, “Hour of Peril”     

Scranton Civil War Roundtable 

Special Thanks  
to our media sponsor 
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All Waiting Is Long 

LHS Receives Support 

  In January, the Lackawanna Historical Society received word that it 

has been approved to receive a grant in the amount of $2024 from the 

Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, a state agency funded by the  

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the National Endowment for the 

Arts, a federal agency. The grant is administered locally through the  

Pocono Arts Council. 
 

   The Society was pleased to learn that grant funding in the  

amount of $20,000 would be received through the Lackawanna County 

Arts & Culture Community grant  

program and presented by Lackawanna 

County  Commissioners Patrick M. 

O’Malley, Jerry Notarianni, and  

Laureen A. Cummings. 

   On Sunday, 

February 26, the 

Society will host a 

presentation and 

book signing with 

author Barbara 

Taylor for her new 

book, All Waiting 

is Long. The pro-

gram will begin at 

2 p.m. The book is 

a sequel to her 

first book, Sing In 

the Morning, Cry 

at Night, the story continues the tale of 

sisters Lily and Violet as they grow up 

and leave Scranton in the 1930s.Copies of 

the book will be available for purchase. 

Call the Society at 570-344-3841 to make 

reservations.  

   The 13th annual Grand 

Civil War Ball will be held 

on Saturday, April 22 at 

the Century Club. Doors 

open at 7 p.m. and  

dancing begins at 8 p.m., 

with music by period band Spare Parts. 

Tickets are $35 for an individual or $60 

for a couple. Period dress admired, but 

not required.  

   On the day of the ball LHS 

will be holding a sale of vintage 

clothing at the Catlin House at 

11 a.m. Sale includes deacces-

sioned items of women’s linge-

rie, capes and coats, and dresses 

from the late 1800s through the 

1930s. Proceeds will support the  

preservation of LHS collections.  

Civil War Ball and  

Vintage Clothing Sale 
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Amps ($3000 and over) 

Joules ($500-$999) 

Ohms ($1000-$2999) 

Anonymous 
Accentuate Catering 
Florence Gillespie Brown 
Dr. John & Nancy Farkas 
Mort & Sue Fuller 
Frieder Foundation 
LHVA 

Arlene Devereaux O'Hara 
Dalida A. O'Malley 
Richard Leonori 
Linda Lynett 
Monroe County LSA Grant 
People’s Security Bank 
PHMC Keystone Grant 

Anonymous 
Dorrance Belin 
Valerie Bertinelli 
Laurie Cadden 
Elaine Carroll,  
   In Memory of Birdie Carroll 
Joseph F. Cimini 

Charles Connell 
Donald Frederickson, Jr., Esq. 
Joe & Fran Garvey 
Michael & Nada Gilmartin 
Tom & Eileen Griffiths 
Tom & Paula Horlacher 

Gerald Burns 
Patrick A. Calvey 
Carbondale Historical Society 
Carpenter’s Local Union 645 
John G. Carling 
Chipak Funeral Home 
Cathy Chamoni, In Memory of  
  Catherine R. Chamoni 
Bonnie Ciero 
Brian Clark 
John & Mary Cognetti 
Jim & Gay Clifford 
Colman Sales Co., Inc. 
Mary Theresa Connolly 
Willis Conover 
Lynn M. Conrad 
Cruciani Family 

Catherine Cullen 
Gene & Ann Domski 
Cemetery Ass. of Dunmore 
Mary Dymond 
Clementine Fasbender 
Fidelity Bank 
Jack Finnerty 
FNCB 
Esther Friedman 
Ernest J. Gazda 
Natalie Gelb 
William Gershey 
Ann Gilmartin 
William & Theresa Graziano 
Andrew & Mary Hailstone 
Paul Hart 
Natalie Henkelman 

Jeff Kiefer 
Jane E. McGowty 
Morey & Sondra Myers 
John & Jenn Ochman 
Jane Oppenheim 
Overlook Estate Foundation 
Jack & Cathie Spall 

Dominic & Fran Keating 
Ellen Lodwick 
Mary McDonald 
Dorothy Mackie 
Jane Martin 
Mary Jane Memolo 
Todd & Elizabeth O’Malley 
Roswell S. Patterson 
Nick & Sue Petula 
Sarah Piccini 

Anonymous 
Irwin Adler  
 In Memory of Donna Adler 
James & Patricia Alperin 
William J. Antognoli 
John Beck 
Tony & Olivia Bernardi 
Richard & Faye Bishop 
Dr. & Mrs. Edward Boehm 
Peter & Sally Bohlin 
Bohlin, Cywinski, Jackson 
Conrad & Dorothy Bosley 
Richard & Jane Bovard 
F. Warren & Carol Fells Breig 
Maureen Brennan 
Marjorie Brown 
Edward & Nancy Burke 

Watts ($100-$499) 

Prudential Foundation 
Quandel Construction Group 
Dennis Ruddy 
Robert & Mary Ann Savakinus 
Elaine Shepard 
Deirdre Taylor 
Toyota Scranton 
Curt Walters 
David & Janet Wenzel 
Richard & Jeanne Yarmey 

Anonymous 
Community Bank 
Bill & Bridget Conlogue 
Friends of LHS, In Memory of     
   Arlene Devereaux O’Hara 
James & Amy Fleming 
Doug & Shannon Forrer 
David & Ann Hawk 
Paul & Adrienne Horger 
Theodore Horger 
Tom & Fafi Karam 

Raymond R. & Andrea Pilch 
PPL Corporation 
Greg & Chris Posly 
Ella Rayburn 
 In Memory of Mary S. Rayburn 
William J. Rinaldi, Esq. 
Ross Family Foundation 

In the last few months the LHS has been working hard to close the gap in our  

Campaign.  In the last few months we have raised an additional $35,000 and 

are now only $40,000 short of our goal! That’s right,  only $40,000 and we 

can wrap up our Campaign!! Please encourage your friends and neighbors to 

donate or consider adding to your pledge. We are so grateful to everyone who has supported 

this effort and excited to know we are so close to reaching our goal! 

We got wired, now we need to wrap it up!! 
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Watts ($100-$499) continued 

Beth Gallagher 
Eugene & Lois Gallagher 
George’s Garage 
Mary Garm 
Anne Gershey 
Jane Gilligan 
Michael & Nada Gilmartin 
 In Honor of John Atkins 
Dorothy Gordon 
Joyce Hatala 
Richard Healey 
Jack Horvath 
IBM International Foundation 
Barbara Jean Jones 
Steve & Joanne Kavulich 
Dale & Joyce Keklock 
Judi Keller 
Sandra Korpak & Jeff Gretz 
Kevin’s Worldwide 
Delores & Edward Kownaski 
Dennis & Mary Kryzanowski 
Rudolph Kunz 
David & Anita Lohin 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard MacGregor 
Conor Malone 
Peter Manley 
Ralph J. Marino 
Pat Marion 

Mark & Michele McDade 
Chris McWilliams 
Minnie Mead 
Gail Morgan 
Shawn Murphy 
Linda O'Leary 
Arlene O’Malley 
Ed & Betsy Osman 
Juliana Piccini 
Melissa Raught Dahlenburg 
Alana Roberts 
Francis Ruane 
Paul Rudnick 
Julia Savakinus 
Robert & Mary Ann Savakinus  
 In Memory of Jack Hiddlestone 
Elsie Schweitzer 
Linda Scott 
Doug Smith 
Peter Smith 
Nancy Thomas 
Martin A. Toth, Esq. 
Sally Venesky 
Jeanette Wagner 
Marilyn Wentland 
Shelley White 
Patrick Young 
William J. Young 

Anonymous 
Clara Adcroft 
Walter Avery 
Pete & Ellie Axford 
James Benetzky 
Andy Billek 
Tammy Budnovitch 
Michael G. Bufalino 
William & Susan Calpin 
LaBella Associates 
Ray Ceccotti 
Anthony & Diana Centrella 
Carol Chisdak 
Mike Chmiola 
Phil Condron 
Shirley Cottrino 
Robert & Sharon Cuff 
Thomas Dailey 
Bob Durkin 
Robert N. Eckersley 
Daniel Emick 
Christine Ewasho 
Exxonmobile Corporation 
John Anthony Farkas, Jr. 
Joshua Felter 
Rabbi Michael & Doris Fine 
Diane Fritz 
William H. Fritz 

Hinerfield Commercial Realty 
Scott Holzman 
Dr. Frank X. J. Homer 
Jean Horger 
Alan & Polly Hughes 
IBEW Local #81 
Mary Ann Jacquinot 
Jermyn Historical Society 
Dave & Sue Jones 
Robert T. Kelly 
Violet Kelly 
Lawrence & Judith Kennedy 
Tom Kingsley 
Michael & Jennie Knies 
Arlene Kohl 
Lois Kretsch 
John Krisa, Esq. 
Chester & Deilsie Kulesa 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Kumpas 
Jerry & Fran Langan 
Ron Leas 
Lee Electric Supply Co. 
George & Patti Lynett 
Scott & Libby Lynett 
Phillip & Kathleen McCarthy  
 In Memory of Francis P. 

Hanley & Leslie A. Mills 

Mary Lynne McDermott 
Nancy McDonald 
Jack & Rosemary McGuigan 
Thomas J. McHugh 
Thomas McLane 
Matthew D. Mackie, Jr. 
Richard & Sally Marquardt 
Dennis & Sharleen Martin 
Midlantic Engineering Inc. 
Gino Mori 
National Bakery 
NE Detachment Marine Corps League 
James Nicholas 
Jim & Alice Noone 
Ann Marie O’Hara 
Vera Jean Pace 
Joseph Pascoe 
PNC Bank 
Pesavento Monuments 
Leni Piasky 
Leah Pileggi 
 In Memory of Donna Adler 
Hank & Barbara Platt 
John & Silke Reddington 
 In Memory of Dodo Reddington  
 & Cindy Cawley 
Mary Rhodes 
Francis & Jeanne Ruane 

Volts (under $100) 

Robert & Laura Santoski 
Daniel Schreffler 
Scranton Label, Inc. 
Scranton Rent-All 
John & Susan Sheerin 
Jean Shields 
James & Barbara Shuta 
Joseph & Erin Speicher 
Joanne Stetz 
Joseph & Margaret Sznyter 
Pat Tobin 
Isaac Tripp IV 
Gene & Joan Turko 
University of Scranton 
James & Sharon Vipond 
R.J. Walker 
Jack & Liana Walsh 
Torry Watkins 
Timothy D. Welby, M.D. 
Deacon Michael Wengrin 
James Wert 
Jonathon Wilson & Danielle Arigo 
Kathy Winckler 
Paula Yaggi 
Kristen Yarmey  
Thomas Yeager 
Clarice Zaydon 
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William attained much of his knowledge 

through extensive reading and his willing-

ness to improve at every opportunity. Later 

he became a teacher in Wyoming where he 

met and married Almira Swetland. Eventual-

ly, after conducting business in Center-

moreland, Merrifield returned to Hyde Park 

and was appointed its first postmaster, a po-

sition he held for ten years. 

    In 1837, Merrifield became a joint-owner of 

a large tract of land in the central part of 

Scranton and the Keyser Valley, known as 

the Merrifield Plot.  Having this land allowed 

him to attract the attention of William Henry 

and the Scranton brothers to establish the 

coal and iron industry that the city was 

known for. He also helped set up the Hyde 

Park borough charter in 1852, and served as 

its first burgess. In 1856, he was elected as 

associate judge of Luzerne County under 

Judge Conyingham. Merrifield later served 

in the state legislature and is given credit 

with aiding in the foundation of Lackawanna 

County. 

    Merrifield subscribed to the philosophy of 

a Jeffersonian Democrat, believing that pub-

lic office was sacred and he took pride in the 

positions he held. After his time in public of-

fice, Merrifield became the first president of 

the Mechanics and Miners’ Saving Bank, the 

first financial institution west of the Lacka-

wanna River, which later became the West 

Side Bank, which was located on the corner 

of N. Main Avenue and Jackson Street. Wil-

liam Merrifield died in 1877 leaving a legacy 

that saw the borough of Hyde Park turn from 

a small farming community to an industrial 

boomtown. 

     Another prominent individual who helped 

Hyde Park thrive was Joseph Fellows. Fel-

lows came to Hyde Park in 1794 from Liver-

pool, England with his wife Catherine Tur-

vey and their nine children. In 1796, Fellows 

built the first bridge across the Lackawanna 

River, connecting Hyde Park with Slocum 

Hollow, enabling residents to easily reach the 

Slocum grist mill and iron works. Fellows 

also later served as Burgess of the Borough 

Hyde Park. Joseph Fellows owned the first 

coal mining operation in Hyde Park, the 

Park Coal Company, which mined under pre-

sent-day Fairview Avenue. 

     The story of the mine operation is one of 

those mysteries that developed over the 

years. Not much is recorded except that it is 

said to have been in operation at the same 

time as the Bellevue Drifts. Since Fellows 

began mining before the city’s industrial 

boom, much of the coal mined was used by 

locals for heating fuel. Fellows sold the 

rights to Sheriff A.B. Stevens and later the 

Delaware Lackawanna & Wyoming (DL&W) 

Railroad acquired the coal rights. Fellows 

was probably prompted to sell around the 

time his wife died in 1814 and his English 

relatives lost interest in the coal in Hyde 

Park, withdrawing their money and leaving 

Fellows without capital. He later remarried 

Margaret Simrell, and they had two sons. 

Joseph Fellows left the area for upstate New 

York. After his death he was buried in the 

family cemetery in Hyde Park. Today, the 

cemetery, along S. Main Avenue, is Fellows 

Park. 

      Joseph Fellows legacy was continued by 

his children. John Fellows was the first brick 

maker in Hyde Park, while other members of 

the Fellows family answered the call of civic 

duty, like Joseph Turvey Fellows, who 

served as postmaster from 1861 to 1866. At 

the time, the Hyde Park post office was lo-

cated in the store of Frink and Fellows on 

the corner of Main and Jackson Street where 

the Keystone Bank building stands today. 

     These two men, William Merrifield and 

Joseph Fellows were remarkable people who 

made great contributions to Hyde Park, but 

how are these men remembered in our mod-

ern world some 200 years removed from the 

time period in which they lived?  Joseph Fel-

lows’ burial monument takes center stage in 

Fellow Park, but the the street named after 

Cont. from pg. 1 
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him is broken up by newer residential areas. 

William Merrifield and his wife are buried in 

the Washburn Street cemetery but without a 

dominant memorial like Fellows. Merrifield 

Avenue is located just off Jackson Street be-

fore the intersection with Keyser Avenue. 

As Hyde Park Borough grew and developed 

it was later incorporated along with the bor-

oughs of Province and Scranton to form the 

City of Scranton. Hyde Park became the 

city’s Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Wards, which 

today are mainly referred to as West  

Scranton or West Side. 

     The Hyde Park of William Merrifield, Jo-

seph Fellows, and other early settlers is 

vastly different today. But the significance of 

those settlers is a heritage that cannot be 

ignored and I hope to help to preserve the 

memory of those early and influential indi-

viduals in hope that people will stay in touch 

with their local history.  

All Politics is Local 
 

By: Ella Rayburn 

    The U.S. completed its quadrennial presi-

dential election on November 8. 2016.  We 

also sorted out the Senate and Congress 

along with Commonwealth row offices. As a 

salute to the process, we 

selected campaign items 

from the LHS artifact col-

lection for an exhibit in 

the downtown Scranton 

post office. Volunteer Me-

gan Hosie selected the 

wide range of mementos 

and wrote the text. 

    In the middle of the ex-

hibit are materials from 

when loyal son William 

Scranton won the gover-

nor’s seat followed by his 

run for the presidency. 

 Barry Goldwater defeat-

ed him at the 1964 Republican Convention. 

    From an earlier date we have a folder for 

Catherine Gearhart, 1935, the first woman 

to run for Scranton City Council.  Although 

not elected, she remained active in civic af-

fairs.  Likewise, Geraldine Ferraro, 1984, 

was the first female candidate from a major 

political party nominated for Vice-President 

of the U.S.  She was not elected. 

    Gov. Robert and Mrs. Ellen Casey are hon-

ored for their com-

munity service. 

 Several Scranton 

mayors, Lacka-

wanna County com-

missioners, row offic-

ers, and judges are 

represented. 

 Sponges and emery 

boards stamped with 

the candidate’s name 

and hoped-for office 

were popular give-

aways. On the fun 

side are a jar opener 

stamped with “Open 

Your Government 

and Your Spaghetti Sauce” and a blue plastic 

toy football. 

If You Go:  The exhibit is in four cases 

inside the Downtown post office on Wash-

ington Avenue. The display cases are out-

side the entrance to the First Credit Union.  

Celebrate West Side! A special 2017 

West Side calendar was produced by Mary 

Jasch and Julian Spiracino. Copies are 

available for purchase at the Catlin House. 
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The Lackawanna Historical Society is pleased to announce that the 7th Annual 

Dinner by Design program will take place on March 3, 4, and 5 at the Scranton  

Cultural Center and POSH @ the Scranton 

Club. We’re excited to see what our  

designers create in these fantastic spaces! 
 

As in previous years, a special preview 

cocktail party, will be held Friday,  

March 3 from 7 p.m. - 10 p.m. at the 

Scranton Cultural Center and POSH. Tick-

ets are $75 (or $65 for LHS members) and 

offers a chance to be the first to tour design 

venues, shop the marketplace, and browse 

the silent auction while enjoying live music! Join us for an open bar and hors 

d'oeuvres at the Scranton Cultural Center, followed by dessert and coffee at 

POSH. Plus, preview party ticket holders can return throughout the weekend to 

view the designs again if they wish. Tickets for weekend touring-only on  

Saturday, March 4, from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Sunday, March 5 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.,  

are also available for $15. Make your reservation today!! 

Don’t Miss Dinner by Design!! 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

The Lackawanna Historical Society presents  

HISTORY MAKERS 

A new annual program to honor a Lackawanna County  
citizen who has made an impact on our history! 

 

    On March 30th, the Society will pay tribute to the late Honorable Michael Egan  

as our first History Maker, with a special event to celebrate his life and achievements. Judge 

Egan was elected Lackawanna County District Attorney at the age of 25 in 1932 and became a 

County Judge in 1941. Eighteen years later he was successfully elected to the Supreme Court of 

Pennsylvania. In February of 1977 he became Chief Justice, the second from Lackawanna 

County. He served as Chief Justice until 1980. During his term, he oversaw the reorganization 

of the appellate court, one of many legacies from his time on the bench. 
 

 

    More details about this program will be announced in March. 
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LACKAWANNA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Capital Campaign Pledge Form “Let’s Get Wired!” 

 

Commit now to keep the  

Catlin House wired!  

The cost of the Catlin House 

Electrical and HVAC upgrades 

is $463,180. Please join us in 

taking care of one of the area’s 

architectural treasures and 

make your commitment today. 
 

Use this form  

to make your pledge.  

Make check payable to the  

LHS Restoration Fund  

and return to:   
 

Lackawanna Historical Society  

232 Monroe Avenue                          

Scranton, PA 18510 

Memorials 
In Memory of Donna Adler 

Rev. Lester & Ruth Ann Stephenson 
 

In Memory of Philip V. Mattes 

Victoria Mattes 
 

In Memory of Darwin Gano 

Ella Rayburn 

Robert & Mary Ann Savakinus 
 

In Memory of Robert Keating 

Robert & Mary Ann Savakinus 
 

In Memory of Raymond Champagne 

Robert & Mary Ann Savakinus 

Sarah Piccini 
 

In Memory of Jim Guthrie 

Robert & Mary Ann Savakinus 
 

In Memory of Gene Turko 

Robert & Mary Ann Savakinus 

Contributions to the Lackawanna Historical Society in the name of individuals are 
placed in a Memorial Fund and are not used for general operations. To contribute in 
the name of an individual, please send check payable to the Society with the name 
and address of person(s) for whom memorial is made. All contributions to the Lacka-
wanna Historical Society are tax deductible to the fullest extent that the law provides. 

Louisa May Alcott  

Lecture 
Join us on Sunday, March 19  at 2 

p.m. for a presentation by Louisa 

May Alcott as portrayed by Jennifer 

Ochman. Learn about Alcott’s writ-

ings and her activities during and 

after the Civil War.   

Pysanky Workshop  

Returns 
Register now for the Pysanky Work-

shop at the Catlin House on Satur-

day, April 1st . The workshop, a two 

hour beginner class teaching the 

basic steps of making pysanky, will 

be led by Tammy Budnovitch with 

two sessions at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.. 

Cost is $25 which includes all need-

ed supplies. There will also be 

pysanky for sale as well as addi-

tional supplies. Space is limited, so 

please call us at 570-344-3841 to 

reserve yours today! 

Spring Programs 
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232 MONROE AVENUE 

SCRANTON, PA 18510 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Wed., Feb. 15   Dine Lackawanna at Stirna’s (see pg. 4)  

 

Sun., Feb. 26, 2 pm     All Waiting is Long (see pg. 5) 
     Book signing by Barbara Taylor at the Catlin House 

 

Fri., Mar. 3, 7 pm   Preview Party: Dinner by Design (see pg. 10)  
     at the Scranton Cultural Center and POSH @ The Scranton Club 
 

Sat/Sun, Mar. 4 & 5  Dinner by Design  (see pg. 10) 
     at the Scranton Cultural Center and POSH @ The Scranton Club 
 

Wed., Mar.15   Dine Lackawanna at Tiffany’s Tap & Grill (see pg. 4)   
 

Sun., Mar. 19, 2 pm  Louisa May Alcott (see pg. 11) 
     Presentation by Jennifer Ochman at the Catlin House  
 

Thurs., Mar. 30, 6 pm  History Makers  Honoring Judge Michael Egan (see pg. 10) Details TBA 
 

Sat., Apr. 1, 10 am/1pm  Pysanky Making Workshop (see pg.11)  
     Led by Tammy Budnovitch at the Catlin House 
 

Wed., Apr. 19   Dine Lackawanna at Café Classico VOUCHER REQUIRED (see pg. 4)  
 

Sat., Apr. 22, 11 am - 1 pm Vintage Clothing Sale at the Catlin House (see pg. 5)   
 

Sat., Apr. 22, 7 pm   13th Annual Grand Civil War Ball  at the Century Club (see pg. 5) 
 

Wed., May 17   Dine Lackawanna at Camelot Restaurant (see pg. 4)  
 
 

See page 4 for upcoming Civil War Roundtable topics! 
Visit www.lackawannahistory.org and like us on Facebook for up-to-date listings of all activities! 

Upcoming Programs and Events 
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