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     The Avondale Mine Disaster that took 

place at Plymouth, PA on September 6, 1869 

remains the worst mining disaster in the 

history of the United States. Of the 110 men 

and boys who gave their lives at Avondale, 

58 are laid to rest at Washburn Cemetery in 

West Scranton, with 54 in the part of the 

cemetery unofficially known as the Avondale 

Section. The other four are laid to rest near-

by. 

     Throughout recent years, Washburn 

Cemetery has been the target of vandalism, 

marker desecra-

tion and neglect. 

Avondale men and 

boys’ markers 

were not spared. 

Many of the nearly 

150 year old mark-

ers were split in 

half, toppled from 

their foundations 

and left to whatev-

er fate had in store 

for them. 

     More than ten 

years ago, through 

efforts led by Ms. 

Linda Scott and others, funds were raised 

and volunteers with various types of profes-

sional expertise joined the effort to repair 

the markers and restore them to their re-

spective locations. 

     Time and Mother Nature have not been kind 

to the Avondale men and boys’ markers to the 

point where much of the lettering on many 

markers is now illegible, leaving the possibility 

of the identities of some laid to rest at Wash-

burn becoming lost to time.  Realizing such a 

possibility, the Avondale Washburn Remem-

brance Committee, consisting of  Torry Watkins, 

Robert Wolensky and Rick Sedlisky was formed. 

     Plans were formulated and bids sought to 

place a permanent marker that will preserve 

the victims’ identities for generations to 

come. The perma-

nent bronze marker 

will contain the 

names of the 54 men 

and boys at the 

Avondale Section, as 

well as the names of 

the four others laid 

to rest nearby. The 

bronze marker will 

be mounted on a 

granite stone and 

placed below the 

center row of graves 

near the historical 

marker that rises 

above the site. 

    The majority of the Avondale men and 

boys’ gravesites at Washburn are in three 

rows. The marker rendering on page 8, de-

signed by Pesavento Monuments Cont. on pg. 8 

Avondale Washburn Marker Project: 

Honoring Victims of the Avondale Mine Disaster 
by Rick Sedlisky 

Avondale graves, Washburn Street cemetery 
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A Word from the President… 
 
 
 
 

Hello Everyone, 
 

Finally, the weather is improving and we are in step to move into summer. 

This issue of our newsletter to members tells a great deal about summer 

events going on at the Society. Thanks to all of you who were able to  

attend the many LHS activities in April and May. I hope we continue to see 

active member involvement and I especially want to encourage you to mark 

your calendar for Sunday, June 25, 2017. That is the scheduled date for 

the Historic Hill House Tour. Held  every other year, it is a great event that 

draws attention to the rich history seen in Scranton’s hill section, its beauti-

ful landscapes and stately architecture. I am most grateful to the homeown-

ers who are participating this year, for their willingness to open their homes 

for the tour. This program, one of the Society’s biggest fundraising events, is 

detailed in this issue, be sure to look into it! 

Speaking of successful fundraisers, I want to draw attention to our monthly 

“Dine Lackawanna” night out to area restaurants. The many businesses that 

have participated, some more than once, contribute a portion of the 

evening’s proceeds back to LHS as a donation. Throughout the year the  

generosity of both owners and patrons add much financial support to our 

organization. It has become a monthly tradition when many of our members 

and supporters gather together for a most pleasant evening. 

Lastly, I want to say “Happy Birthday” to our executive director Mary Ann 

Savakinus and our assistant director Sarah Piccini, both of whom recently 

celebrated birthdays with great style. Best wishes ladies! 
 

     Stay well and stay involved, 

     Michael Gilmartin  

LHS Membership makes a great graduation gift! 
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In the Catlin House... 
WELCOME  

New Members 
 

Individual 
Brian Thomas Bailey, Scott Twp. 

Susan Cagley, Scranton 
 

Family 
Dr.& Mrs. Jeremiah Eagen, 

Clarks Green 

June Lectures at LHS 

 

- 2017 - 
“Local History Legends of Lore”  

Congratulations to the joint LRCA/Lackawanna  

County Library System team consisting of Bernie 

McGurl,  Sylvia Orner,  Joe Klapatch and Sharon 

Quinn for their win  in the 2017 local history game  

show “You Live Here; You Should Know This!”  

Congratulations to all contestants and thanks to  

everyone who attended and to the students and  

teachers at Valley View and Riverside who work  

to create the games!   Special thanks to Bob  

Savakinus for pitching in as host. 

     Learn about the past and the present at 

the Lackawanna Historical Society this month! On 

Sunday, June 11, at 2 p.m., join us for a 

presentation about the history of Clarks 

Summit, one of the earliest settlements in 

the Lackawanna Valley.  

     The program will be 

based on the recently re-

vised and updated book 

Clarks   Summit:  A   Narrative, 

originally written in 1986 by 

John & Helen Villaume. 

Authors include Warren Wat-

kins, Charlie Kumpas, Den-

nis Martin, and Shirley Ea-

gen,  and we are excited that 

some of them will be here to 

discuss the borough’s early set-

tlers and the development of its longstanding or-

ganizations and institutions. Copies of the book 

will be available for purchase.  
 

    If you like a little science with your history, stop     

by on Sunday, June 18 at 2 p.m.  to learn about   

Dr. Charles David Keeling, a climatologist from 

Scranton. Keeling, who died in 2005, spent decades 

meticulously measuring the atmospheric concentra-

tion of greenhouse gas carbon dioxide and developed 

the “Keeling Curve” by plotting concentration levels 

over time.  These measurements form the basis of the 

threat to earth's climate, as carbon dioxide traps some 

of the out-going radiation, increasing the Earth’s tem-

perature. In 2002, Keeling was awarded the            

National 

Medal of 

Science for 

his work, 

just one of 

s e v e r a l 

honors he 

received. 

“Building Cartoons”  

on Exhibit at Catlin House 
     Retired architect and Clarks Summit resident Lou 

Shapiro will be displaying his artwork at the Catlin 

House this summer.  

     Shortly after retiring, Mr. Shapiro began doing rough 

pencil sketches of local buildings, a skill he learned when 

he was a student in Florence, Italy in the 1960s. In time, 

he developed a style of his own and completed more than 

70 sketches. He started in pencil but by 2016 was  

producing full color drawings using high grade markers, 

not typically used for that type of work. Because of the 

color and loose style, he referred to his earlier work as 

“building cartoons” but feels his more recent creations 

offer significantly more detail.  Twelve pieces of his work 

showing Lackawanna County places will be on exhibit  

at the Catlin House from June 21 through July 29.  
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Want to take a night off from cooking,  

and support the Lackawanna Historical Society at the same time? 
                                  Dine Lackawanna continues to be a popular success!  

This fundraiser is hosted each month at a different local restaurant,  

and gives you the chance to enjoy a fabulous meal chosen from a great 

menu at one of the area’s premiere dining locations,  

and a portion of night’s proceeds benefit LHS.  

Hope to see you there! 

NEXT UP:  

The 2017 Historic Hill House Tour  

is set for Sunday, June 25  

from 11 am to 4 pm!  
Join us to explore the city’s diverse history                    

and appreciate its extraordinary architecture as each 

tour site offers an intimate glimpse into the city’s 

past and provides little known histories  

about the individuals who once lived there.  

Don’t miss this exciting opportunity to view some  

of the Hill’s most beautiful homes including:  

 the Kelly residence at the Clay Avenue Apartments  

 the Mammano residence at 811 Clay Avenue 

 the Boland residence at 1128 Myrtle Street 

 the Reif residence at 844 Taylor Avenue 

 the Lake property at 809 Taylor Avenue   
 the Timko residence at 916 Taylor Avenue 

 

June 21: The New Café at Greystone Gardens 

829 Old State Road, Clarks Summit (570) 319-9111 
 

July 19: Olde Brook Inn 

1034 Rt. 307, Springbrook Twp (570) 843-6548 
 

August 16: Van Brunt Grill 

109 Van Brunt St., Moscow (570) 843-6666 
 

 *Like us on Facebook  

or check our website for future dates! 

Special Thanks  
to our media sponsor 

Tour tickets can be purchased in advance for $25 or on the day of the tour for $30.  

*Combo tickets for the Pre-Tour Party and the tour can be purchased for $60. (Party only is $45) 

As always, free trolley rides will be provided to all sites on the tour throughout the day.   

Call us at 570-344-3841 or stop by the Catlin House for tickets today!    

A Pre-Tour Cocktail Party  
catered by POSH 

Join us to meet the tour site owners  

at the home of Joe and Fran Garvey,  

919 N. Irving Avenue  

on Friday, June 23 at 7 pm  

The cost is $45* and reservations are required. 
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    Looking for a fun activity for your children 

and grandchildren? Join us for Children’s 

Day at the Catlin House on Saturday,  

July 22 from noon - 3 pm. Come experience 

how children lived and played 100 years ago. 

Activities will be presented throughout the 

day and include: tours of the historic Catlin 

House, hands-on crafts, an archeological  

display, games and toys from the past, glitter 

tattoos, and pony rides!  Children and par-

ents will also 

have a chance 

to contribute to 

a mural that 

will remain on  

display at the 

Society. This 

free event is 

part of the Lackawanna County Library  

System's Summer Reading Club. For more 

information, please call 570-344-3841. 

The Society will 

host a visit from 

Founding Father 

Thomas Jefferson 

as portrayed by 

Tom Pitz on 

Wednesday,  

June 28  

at 7 p.m. at the  

Catlin House.   

Learn about the  

colonial America, 

the drafting of the 

Declaration of  

Independence, and 

events leading up 

to July 4th from Mr. Jefferson’s perspective. 

This program is sponsored in conjunction 

with the Scranton City Chapter of the 

Daughters of the American Revolution.  

Call LHS at 570-344-3841 for reservations.  

Children’s Day at the  

Catlin House 

Get Ready for Independence 

Day with Thomas Jefferson! 

Summer Downtown Walking Tours 
 

 

 

Guided downtown walking tours are back this summer!  

Take a stroll to learn about the history and architecture of many  

of the buildings you pass each day. A new tour has been added this year 

to spotlight Green Ridge residences. Tours, which are free and open to 

everyone, will be held on Saturday mornings at 11 a.m.  

Please call the Society at 570-344-3841  

to make a reservation by the Thursday prior to the tour date. 

Tours dates and starting locations are: 
June 10 at St. Peter’s Cathedral, corner Linden & Wyoming  

June 24 at Elm Park Church, corner Jefferson and Linden  

July 15 at Lackawanna College, corner N. Washington & Vine 

July 29 at St. Peter’s Cathedral, corner Linden & Wyoming  

Aug. 12 at Scranton Electric Building, 507 Linden St. 

Aug. 26 at Nancy K. Holmes Library, Green Ridge  & Wyoming  

Sept. 9 at Lackawanna College, corner N. Washington & Vine 

Sept 23 at Nancy K. Holmes Library, Green Ridge & Wyoming   
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Amps ($3000 and over) 

Joules ($500-$999) 

Ohms ($1000-$2999) 

Anonymous 
Accentuate Catering 
Florence Gillespie Brown 
Dr. John & Nancy Farkas 
Mort & Sue Fuller 
Frieder Foundation 
LHVA 

Arlene Devereaux O'Hara 
Dalida A. O'Malley 
Richard Leonori 
Linda Lynett 
Monroe County LSA Grant 
People’s Security Bank 
PHMC Keystone Grant 

Anonymous 
Dorrance Belin 
Valerie Bertinelli 
Laurie Cadden 
Elaine Carroll,  
   In Memory of Birdie Carroll 
Joseph F. Cimini 

Charles Connell 
Donald Frederickson, Jr., Esq. 
Joe & Fran Garvey 
Michael & Nada Gilmartin 
Tom & Eileen Griffiths 
Tom & Paula Horlacher 

Patrick A. Calvey 
Carbondale Historical Society 
Carpenter’s Local Union 645 
John G. Carling 
Chipak Funeral Home 
Cathy Chamoni, In Memory of  
  Catherine R. Chamoni 
Bonnie Ciero 
Thomas Cipriano 
Brian Clark 
John & Mary Cognetti 
Jim & Gay Clifford 
Colman Sales Co., Inc. 
Mary Theresa Connolly 
Willis Conover 
Lynn M. Conrad 

Cruciani Family 
Catherine Cullen 
Gene & Ann Domski 
Cemetery Ass. of Dunmore 
Mary Dymond 
Clementine Fasbender 
Fidelity Bank 
Jack Finnerty 
FNCB 
Esther Friedman 
Robert Garofalo 
Ernest J. Gazda 
Natalie Gelb 
William Gershey 
Ann Gilmartin 
William & Theresa Graziano 

Jeff Kiefer 
Jane E. McGowty 
Morey & Sondra Myers 
John & Jenn Ochman 
Jane Oppenheim 
Overlook Estate Foundation 
Jack & Cathie Spall 

Theodore Horger 
Tom & Fafi Karam 
Dominic & Fran Keating 
Ellen Lodwick 
Mary McDonald 
Dorothy Mackie 
Jane Martin 
Mary Jane Memolo 
Todd & Elizabeth O’Malley 
Roswell S. Patterson 
Nick & Sue Petula 

Anonymous 
James & Patricia Alperin 
William J. Antognoli 
John Beck 
Tony & Olivia Bernardi 
Richard & Faye Bishop 
Dr. & Mrs. Edward Boehm 
Peter & Sally Bohlin 
Bohlin, Cywinski, Jackson 
Conrad & Dorothy Bosley 
Richard & Jane Bovard 
F. Warren & Carol Fells Breig 
Maureen Brennan 
Marjorie Brown 
Edward & Nancy Burke 
Gerald Burns 

Watts ($100-$499) 

Sarah Piccini 
Prudential Foundation 
Quandel Construction Group 
Dennis Ruddy 
Robert & Mary Ann Savakinus 
Elaine Shepard 
Deirdre Taylor 
Toyota Scranton 
Curt Walters 
David & Janet Wenzel 
Richard & Jeanne Yarmey 

Anonymous 
Irwin Adler  
 In Memory of Donna Adler 
Community Bank 
Bill & Bridget Conlogue 
Friends of LHS, In Memory of     
   Arlene Devereaux O’Hara 
James & Amy Fleming 
Doug & Shannon Forrer 
David & Ann Hawk 
Paul & Adrienne Horger 

Raymond R. & Andrea Pilch 
PPL Corporation 
Greg & Chris Posly 
Ella Rayburn 
 In Memory of Mary S. Rayburn 
William J. Rinaldi, Esq. 
Ross Family Foundation 

In the last few months the LHS has been working hard to close the gap in our  

Campaign.  In the last few months we have raised an additional $35,000 and 

are now only $40,000 short of our goal! That’s right,  only $40,000 and we 

can wrap up our Campaign!! Please encourage your friends and neighbors to 

donate or consider adding to your pledge. We are so grateful to everyone who has supported 

this effort and excited to know we are so close to reaching our goal! 

We got wired, now we need to wrap it up!! 
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Watts ($100-$499) continued 

Beth Gallagher 
Eugene & Lois Gallagher 
George’s Garage 
Mary Garm 
Anne Gershey 
Jane Gilligan 
Michael & Nada Gilmartin 
 In Honor of John Atkins 
Dorothy Gordon 
Joyce Hatala 
Jack Horvath 
IBM International Foundation 
Barbara Jean Jones 
Steve & Joanne Kavulich 
Dale & Joyce Keklock 
Judi Keller 
Sandra Korpak & Jeff Gretz 
Kevin’s Worldwide 
Delores & Edward Kownaski 
Dennis & Mary Kryzanowski 
Rudolph Kunz 
David & Anita Lohin 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard MacGregor 
Conor Malone 
Peter Manley 
Ralph J. Marino 
Pat Marion 
Mark & Michele McDade 

Chris McWilliams 
Minnie Mead 
Gail Morgan 
Shawn Murphy 
Linda O'Leary 
Arlene O’Malley 
Ed & Betsy Osman 
Juliana Piccini 
Melissa Raught Dahlenburg 
Alana Roberts 
Francis Ruane 
Paul Rudnick 
Julia Savakinus 
Robert & Mary Ann Savakinus  
 In Memory of Jack Hiddlestone 
Elsie Schweitzer 
Linda Scott 
Doug Smith 
Peter Smith 
Nancy Thomas 
Martin A. Toth, Esq. 
Sally Venesky 
Jeanette Wagner 
Marilyn Wentland 
Shelley White 
Patrick Young 
William J. Young 

Anonymous 
Clara Adcroft 
Walter Avery 
Pete & Ellie Axford 
James Benetzky 
Andy Billek 
Tammy Budnovitch 
Michael G. Bufalino 
William & Susan Calpin 
LaBella Associates 
Ray Ceccotti 
Anthony & Diana Centrella 
Carol Chisdak 
Mike Chmiola 
Phil Condron 
Shirley Cottrino 
Robert & Sharon Cuff 
Thomas Dailey 
Bob Durkin 
Robert N. Eckersley 
Daniel Emick 
Christine Ewasho 
Exxonmobile Corporation 
John Anthony Farkas, Jr. 
Joshua Felter 
Rabbi Michael & Doris Fine 
Diane Fritz 
William H. Fritz 

Andrew & Mary Hailstone 
Paul Hart 
Richard Healey 
Natalie Henkelman 
Hinerfield Commercial Realty 
Scott Holzman 
Dr. Frank X. J. Homer 
Jean Horger 
Alan & Polly Hughes 
IBEW Local #81 
Mary Ann Jacquinot 
Jermyn Historical Society 
Dave & Sue Jones 
Robert T. Kelly 
Violet Kelly 
Lawrence & Judith Kennedy 
Tom Kingsley 
Michael & Jennie Knies 
Arlene Kohl 
Lois Kretsch 
John Krisa, Esq. 
Chester & Deilsie Kulesa 
Charles. & Ann Marie Kumpas 
Jerry & Fran Langan 
Ron Leas 
Lee Electric Supply Co. 
George & Patti Lynett 
Scott & Libby Lynett 
Phillip & Kathleen McCarthy  

 In Memory of Francis P. Hanley & 
Leslie A. Mills 

Mary Lynne McDermott 
Nancy McDonald 
Jack & Rosemary McGuigan 
Thomas J. McHugh 
Thomas McLane 
Matthew D. Mackie, Jr. 
Richard & Sally Marquardt 
Dennis & Sharleen Martin 
Midlantic Engineering Inc. 
Gino Mori 
National Bakery 
NE Detachment Marine Corps League 
James Nicholas 
Jim & Alice Noone 
Ann Marie O’Hara 
Vera Jean Pace 
Joseph Pascoe 
PNC Bank 
Pesavento Monuments 
Leni Piasky 
Leah Pileggi 
 In Memory of Donna Adler 
Hank & Barbara Platt 
John & Silke Reddington 
 In Memory of Dodo Reddington  
 & Cindy Cawley 
Mary Rhodes 

Volts (under $100) 

Francis & Jeanne Ruane 
Robert & Laura Santoski 
Daniel Schreffler 
Scranton Label, Inc. 
Scranton Rent-All 
John & Susan Sheerin 
Jean Shields 
James & Barbara Shuta 
Joseph & Erin Speicher 
Joanne Stetz 
Joseph & Margaret Sznyter 
Pat Tobin 
Isaac Tripp IV 
Gene & Joan Turko 
University of Scranton 
James & Sharon Vipond 
R.J. Walker 
Jack & Liana Walsh 
Torry Watkins 
Timothy D. Welby, M.D. 
Deacon Michael Wengrin 
James Wert 
Jonathon Wilson & Danielle Arigo 
Kathy Winckler 
Paula Yaggi 
Kristen Yarmey  
Thomas Yeager 
Clarice Zaydon 
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of Scranton, lists the names of the deceased 

in a manner that corresponds with the actual 

resting places so that visi-

tors can easily locate each 

grave. 

     The goal of raising the 

necessary funds needed for 

design, construction and in-

stallation of the marker is 

virtually complete. The com-

mittee thanks the many in-

dividuals and organizations 

who contributed in various 

ways towards the successful 

completion of the project, 

including the Welsh North 

American Association. 

     The Avondale Washburn Remembrance Com-

mittee offers our sincere thanks to the 

Lackawanna Historical Society for their as-

sistance on numerous levels. 

From offering meeting space, 

networking opportunities, as 

well as overall guidance along 

the way, the Lackawanna His-

torical Society has played an in-

strumental role that will help 

bring the Avondale Washburn 

Marker Project to a successful 

completion. 

     The date and time of the 

marker dedication will be an-

nounced in the near future. 

All are invited to be in at-

tendance on that day to honor the victims of 

Avondale. 

Cont. from pg. 1 

Exporting Scranton 
by: Willis Conover 

stop on the railroad, but the name remains. 

Scranton, Colorado 

     Railroading and coal mining created a 

Scranton district in Colorado, just north and 

east of Denver (in Arapahoe and Adams 

Counties). In 1886 there was a rail stop and 

by 1887-1888 a post office. The mining of lig-

nite at Scranton continued briefly, but the 

quality of coal was low.  

    The narrow gauge railroad, built by the 

Denver Land and Railroad Company and 

called the Colorado Eastern Railroad, con-

nected the Grant Smelter in Denver to the 

Scranton mines. By 1915 the operation had 

been abandoned. Any direct link to Scranton, 

PA has not been established but it is likely 

the name was selected because the new area 

was a coal area with railroad access. Scran-

ton investors may have been involved in the 

enterprise as well.  

Scranton, Kansas 

     This Scranton owes its existence to coal. 

In 1872 O. H. Sheldon, a successful business-

man from nearly Burlingame, set up the 

Scranton, California 

     This unincorporated community in the 

Amargosa Valley in Inyo County of eastern 

California, near the Nevada border, was the 

site of a railroad grade and named for Scran-

ton, PA. The stop was in the Death Valley ar-

ea that became famous for its mining and 

marketing of “Twenty Mule Team Borax.” It 

was on the Tonopah & Tidewater Railroad 

that ran from Ludlow, California to Beatty, 

Nevada. Stops were named for associates of 

Francis Marion Smith, the borax king. At 

Smith’s urging, a group of capitalists from 

Scranton PA helped finance a company 

founded to supply water for the mining area 

centered at Greenwater. Directors of the Ash 

Meadows Water Company, incorporated in 

1906, included Clarence D. Simpson, Lewis  

A. Watres, G. B. Poore, E. W. Gearhart, and 

H.H. Brady, all of Scranton. The new town 

boomed in 1907 but by 1909 the mines played 

out. The new Scranton never became a major 

A continuing look at Scrantons across the 

country! Stay tuned for more. 

Rendering of new Avondale marker 
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Scranton and Burlingame Coal Company 

and began mining  on land he owned a few 

miles northeast of town. The venture was a 

success so Sheldon platted a town site which 

he called Scranton. Sheldon and his wife, 

Charlotte Smith Sheldon, had lived in Scran-

ton, PA before relocating to Kansas.  Suppos-

edly Mrs. Sheldon suggested the name. 

The town benefitted from its location on the 

Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad, 

making coal shipment easier. Mining at the 

site expanded as others joined Sheldon and 

his company in the enterprise. Joseph Drake 

opened a shaft on the property of H. P. 

Throop and was joined by his brothers, expe-

rienced coal miners from Pennsylvania. The 

new town’s physician was Dr. J. M. Gid-

dings, who has been born in Pittston, PA. By 

1877 six shafts were being worked by some 

170 miners and the mines were shipping 15 

rail cars of coal daily on average. One news-

paper referred to Scranton as the “black dia-

mond” of the prairie. Today this Osage Coun-

ty town serves as a “bedroom” community for 

Topeka and has a population of nearly 600,  

down from 1,700 in the late 1880’s when the 

mines were most active. (Just a few miles 

east of Scranton is the former coal town of 

Carbondale, Iowa.) 

Scranton, Michigan 

     This Ottawa County community gained 

its name in 1835 when Dr. George Scranton 

II arrived as the first doctor in the area. A 

Scranton Post Office opened in 1838.  After 

Dr. Scranton became the chief physician for 

a group developing a community at Port 

Sheldon on Lake Michigan, and moved to 

that location, the town was renamed East-

manville, for another doctor who moved to 

the community. Dr. Scranton, born in Con-

necticut, was a member of the Scranton fam-

ily that helped give Scranton, PA its name 

and fame. 

     There is also a Scranton Mine in Michi-

gan, in Ontonagon County in the western 

Upper Peninsula. In 1855 Austin Corser dis-

covered silver just north of the Little Iron 

River, but he waited until 1872 to announce 

his find and claim the site as a homestead. 

He then sold the land to a group of Pennsyl-

vania capitalists who formed the Scranton 

Silver Mining Company headed by Capt. J. 

Spaulding who worked the mine until 1876 

when the boom ended. 

Scranton, Minnesota 

     This community is now a west/northwest 

section of the city of Hibbing, in the Mesabi 

Range, the important iron ore mining area 

northwest of Duluth. In 1904 one of the 

mines was taken over by the Lackawanna 

Steel Company of Scranton, PA. The commu-

nity that grew up around the mine was 

named for the company’s original home. The 

Scranton name is found throughout the Hib-

bing area today. Lackawanna Steel shipped 

its iron ore to its new facility on the shores of 

Lake Erie, just south of Buffalo, New York. 

Scranton, New York 

     Scranton is a hamlet within the Town of 

Hamburg in Erie County. The community 

was named for Scranton PA and was de-

signed for workers who relocated to the area 

south of Buffalo when the Lackawanna Iron 

and Steel Company moved in 1902 from 

Scranton to a location on Lake Erie. Lots 

were sold in the new community for $120. 

Before long, Scranton had trolley and rail 

service, a school, fire hall, store and tavern.  

Scranton, Utah 

     This “historical” mining town, now a 

ghost town, was located in Tooele County, 

south of the Great Salt Lake. Founded in 

1908 (and abandoned about 1918), the com-

munity was named by the mine owners and 

named for their hometown of Scranton, PA. 

The New Bullion Mine produced silver, lead 

and zinc under the ownership of the Scran-

ton Mining and Smelting Company. The of-

ficers of that company included Theodore G. 

Wolf, Henry A. Knapp, and Benjamin H. 

Troop---all of Scranton, PA. 

...Stay tuned for more Scrantons! 
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Memorials 
 

In Memory of Pete Axford 

LHS Board of Trustees 

Mary Ann and Robert Savakinus 

Contributions to the Lackawanna Historical Society in the name  
of individuals are placed in a Memorial Fund and are not used for general 
operations. To contribute in the name of an individual, please send check 

payable to the Society with the name and address of person(s)  
for whom memorial is made. All contributions  

to the Lackawanna Historical Society are tax deductible  
to the fullest extent that the law provides. 

 

 

Marking Lattimer  Massacre’s 120th  
 

Join us at the Catlin House on 

Wednesday, September 6 at 7 pm  

as Bill Bachman,  

senior instructor of communications  

at Penn State Wilkes-Barre, presents  

a program on the Lattimer Massacre  

marking its 120th anniversary. 
 

His program will offer the retelling of the    

tragedy that occurred on September 10, 1897 

near Hazleton, PA, which pitted coal company 

owners, the sheriff of Luzerne County and 

striking miners against each other, with a 

deadly outcome. Bachman will lead a discus-

sion on the Lattimer Massacre and how it re-

lates to current topics of our civil liberties, hu-

man rights, the justice system and the treat-

ment of immigrant laborers in the U.S. today. 

We would like to thank all who 

participated in NEPA Match 

Day, either with an individual 

contribution or by attending a 

fundraising event. With your 

help we raised more than  

$5,000! Thank you for helping us continue our 

mission to preserve and promote Lackawanna 

County history! 

Thank You!! 

The LHS participated at Arts on Fire on Saturday, June 3 

when we hosted our some of our favorite local authors for a 

book signing.  Participating authors were Gary Ryman who 

recently published Mayday, Fire in His Bones; Paul Browne 

with his book  The Coal Barons Played Cuban Giants: A Histo-

ry Of Early Professional Baseball In Pennsylvania, 1886 -1896; 

Nick Petula with his recently released Forgotten Hero: Life, Letters, and Diaries of Ezra Griffin; 

Stephanie Longo, author of Italians in NEPA;  Cheryl Kashuba, with copies of her latest book, 

Scranton: Images of Modern America;  Joe Klapatch, recent local history game show winner and 

author of History of Scranton Fire Dept.; and Margo and Marnie Azzarelli, with their popular 

work Lackawanna County Chronicles. We were pleased to promote their great work! 

LHS Author Festival at Arts on Fire 

The Anthracite Heritage  
Foundation wants to add your 

coal mining ancestor  
to its registry database.  

Go to ahfdn.org to learn more 
and to share your heritage. 

 

Pennsylvania Historical Association   
Coming to Scranton 

The Lackawanna Historical Society  
is pleased to be hosting the PHA  
when its annual meeting comes  

to Scranton in October.  
The meeting theme,  

Public Histories of the Mid-Atlantic,  
will explore the many ways in which the 

public engages with the past. All are 
welcome to attend and more details will 

be posted soon at pa-history.org 

Don’t Miss  
a public reading from  

Embattled Freedom  

by author Jim Remsen at the 

G.A.R. Museum in Scranton  

on June 17, at noon.   
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LACKAWANNA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Capital Campaign Pledge Form “Let’s Get Wired!” 

 

Commit now to keep the  

Catlin House wired!  

The cost of the Catlin House 

Electrical and HVAC upgrades 

is $463,180. Please join us in 

taking care of one of the area’s 

architectural treasures and 

make your commitment today. 
 

Use this form  

to make your pledge.  

Make check payable to the  

LHS Restoration Fund  

and return to:   
 

Lackawanna Historical Society  

232 Monroe Avenue                          

Scranton, PA 18510 

Scranton Civil War Roundtable 
 

The Scranton Civil War Roundtable meets the second Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. 

Yearly membership is $20 for an individual and $25 for families and is open to anyone with 

an interest in the Civil War era 1860-1865. The schedule of upcoming speakers is as follows: 

June 13: “Draft Riots” Roundtable 

July 11: “Reconstruction” Roundtable 

August 8: “Copperheads” Roundtable 

September 12: Joann & Pat Dunigan, “Civil War Era Etiquette” 

October 10: Laurel Lipshutz as  Dr. Mary Walker  

November 14: Book Discussion, “Hour of Peril”     



PAGE 12             VOLUME 47, NO. 3 LACKAWANNA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

232 MONROE AVENUE 

SCRANTON, PA 18510 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Sat., June 10, 11 am  Summer Walking Tours  begin in Scranton.  (see pg. 5 for full schedule) 
 

Sun., June 11, 2 pm  Clarks Summit: A Narrative  (see pg. 3) 
     Discussion and book signing with the authors at the Catlin House   
 

Sun., June 18, 2 pm  Keeling’s Curve  (see pg. 3)  

     Presentation by John Clarke at the Catlin House  
 

Wed., June 21 - Fri., July 29 Buildings Cartoons  (see pg. 3) 
     Exhibit of architectural drawings by Lou Shapiro at the Catlin House  
 

Wed., June 21   Dine Lackawanna at New Café at Greystone Gardens  (see pg. 4) 
 

Fri., June 23, 7 pm  Preview Party: Historic Hill House Tour  (see pg. 4) 
     Cocktail party at the Garvey Residence   
 

Sun., June 25, 11am - 4 pm Historic Hill House Tour  (see pg. 4) 
 

Wed., June 28, 7 pm  A Visit from Thomas Jefferson  (see pg. 5) 
     Program at the Catlin House, co-sponsored with the Scranton City Chapter DAR 
 

Wed., July 19   Dine Lackawanna at Olde Brook Inn  (see pg. 4) 
 

Sat., July 22, noon-3pm Children’s Day at the Catlin House  (see pg. 5) 
 

Wed., Aug. 16   Dine Lackawanna at the Van Brunt Grill  (see pg. 4) 
 

Sun., Sept. 10, 2 pm  Lattimer Massacre  (see pg. 10) 
     Program by Bill Bachman at the Catlin House  
 

See page 11 for upcoming Civil War Roundtable topics! 
Visit www.lackawannahistory.org and like us on Facebook for up-to-date listings of all activities! 
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