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The celebration kicks off with Anthracite Mining Heritage Month in January.  A series of 

programs and lectures focusing on the history and culture of anthracite will be held throughout 

the region. A partial schedule is below; visit lackawannahistory.org for a full schedule: 

Jan. 6, 9 am  Mining in Society  

   Boy Scouts of America-Northeastern, PA Council, Merit Badge Day 

   Open to Boy Scouts of the Northeastern PA Council 

   4th Floor, Mulligan Science Building, King’s College 
 

Jan. 7, 2 pm  A Day in the Life of an Anthracite Miner:  

    The Remarkable Coalmining Artwork of Remo Trieste Russo 

    Exhibit with presentation by Charles Kumpas at the Catlin House 
 

Jan. 19, 7 pm  A Discussion of Four Historic Anthracite Labor Strikes, 1871-1928  

     Panel discussion presented by Sarah Piccini, Lucia Dailey, Michael Knies,  

     and Robert Wolensky at 509 DeNaples Student Center, University of Scranton 
 

Jan 20, 2 pm  Two Knox Disaster Documentaries, 1984 and 2018: Screenings & Commentaries  

     presented by Erica Funke and David Brocca plus folk music by Jay Smar 

     at the Anthracite Heritage Museum 
 

Jan. 25, 7 pm  Ethnicity in the Anthracite Region: An Appreciation of Five Local Heritage Groups 

      Panel discussion presented by Carol Gargon-Lithuanians, Jim McFarland-Irish, 

     Christine Patterson-Africans, Fiona Powell-Welsh, and Stephanie Longo-Italians 

     with Moderator Ron Faraday at St. John’s the Evangelist Church in Pittston 

Celebrate the 250th Anniversary of Anthracite! 

It all began with a leaf, 300 million years ago. 

Anthracite is the only coal which evolved beyond 

geology. Here, in Northeastern Pennsylvania it 

became the symbol and identity of a unique region 

and cultural heritage. We, the “People of the Black 

Diamond,” are the only people on Earth to take 

our cultural name from coal mining, iron-making, 

and railroading. In 1768, Obadiah Gore, a Wyo-

ming Valley blacksmith, first burned anthracite 

coal in his forge, starting the industrial heritage of 

the hard coal region. In 2018, we celebrate the 

250th anniversary of our anthracite family’s origin 

and destiny. 
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A Word from the President… 
Hello Everyone, 

  The holiday season is always fun-filled and happy but so quick to pass. I 

hope you enjoyed the festivities of Christmas and the celebration of the new 

year that has just begun. The Catlin House was bright and shining as we 

welcomed members and visitors to this year’s open house in early December. 

A sincere thank you to all who joined us and to the many contributors who 

offered a year-end gift. The past year was a great success, strengthening the 

role we play in the community. As in past years, we are so grateful to  

everyone who gave of their time, talent and resources so generously . From 

the volunteers who came out to decorate the Catlin House on the Saturday 

after Thanksgiving to the many individuals and groups that supported us 

throughout the year, thank you for making 2017 such a triumph! 

  We now look forward to a new year and the potential it provides for con-

tinuing our mission of collecting, preserving and presenting the great history 

of Lackawanna County. Much is planned for the future with some new and 

different projects already in the works! Please keep your newsletters handy 

to stay informed of our calendar of events, and to read some interesting 

articles and stories about Lackawanna County history. 

  Now, I would like to propose a challenge: In 2018 sign up at least one new 

member to our Society! Membership information is detailed below that you 

can pass on to a friend, relative or coworker; or send a copy of the newslet-

ter to a former local resident you know who now lives out of the area. I 

hope you accept my challenge to spread the word and bring in a new mem-

ber, as dues are a such a big part of the funding that allows us to successful-

ly further our mission!   

Enough for now. Please accept my wishes for a wonderful new year, and my 

hope that you all stay well and stay involved,   

      Michael Gilmartin  

About Membership… Membership privileges include unlimited access to the  

Society library, 10% discount in our bookstore, advance notice, special discounts and invitations 
to all Society activities, members-only programs and the quarterly newsletter. Attached is a 
membership form you can use to renew your membership or give to a friend or 
neighbor who is interested in joining. Please return it to:                                    
The Lackawanna Historical Society at 232 Monroe Avenue, Scranton, PA  18510 

 
LACKAWANNA HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM  

   Student   $10 NAME  

   Individual   $35  

   Family    $45 ADDRESS 

   Contributing   $75   

   Sustaining   $150 

   Silver Corporate  $250 TELEPHONE 

   Gold Corporate   $500 EMAIL 

2018 Membership are now due! 
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Welcome New 

Members 

Student 
      Andrew Curtillo, Clarks Summit 

 

Individual 
James P. Burne, Scranton 

Stephen Fritch, Los Angles CA 

Scott Herring, Hellertown 

Sean David Ross, Scranton 
 

Family 
Colleen Gerrity, Scranton 

Angela Flannery & Jim Bonner, Scranton 

Elizabeth Horlacher, Scranton  

Bill & Cheryl Kaiser, Scott Twp. 

Dr. & Mrs. Sal Lawrence, Roaring Brook Twp. 

Ron Skamanich, Duryea 

Donald & Elizabeth Slover, Lake Ariel 

Pete & Linda Stenzhorn, Springbrook Twp. 

Mark & Alana Zurinski, Clarks Summit 
 

Contributing 
Tom McLane, Scranton 

In the Catlin House... 

At the general meeting on December 7, 

the Lackawanna Historical Society  

members elected the following individu-

als to serve an additional three-year term 

on the Board of Trustees:  William Con-

logue, Donald Frederickson, Thomas Hor-

lacher, Jeffrey Kiefer, Linda Lynett, and 

Dalida O’Malley.  At their January meet-

ing, the LHS Board of Trustees will vote 

to maintain the following officers: Michael 

Gilmartin, President; Don Frederickson, 

Esq., 1st Vice President; Laurie Cadden, 

2nd Vice President; William Conlogue, 

Secretary; Douglas Forrer, Treasurer; 

Dalida O’Malley, Assistant Treasurer. 

Thank you to all our Trustees for their 

continued dedication and good work for 

the Society throughout the year.  

Trustee news 

  In December, the Lackawanna Historical Society received word that it has 

been approved to receive a grant in the amount of $2766 from the Pennsyl-

vania Council on the Arts, a state agency funded by the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania and the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency. 

The grant is administered locally through the Pocono Arts Council. 

   The Society was also pleased to learn that grant funding from the Lacka-

wanna County Arts & Culture Community grant program will be continued this year. 

We are most grateful to the Lackawanna County 

Commissioners Patrick M. O’Malley,  

Jerry Notarianni, and Laureen A. Cummings  

for their continued interest and support. 

LHS Receives Support 
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13th Regiment Pennsylvania National Guard 
By: Col. Edward A. Osman 

    The Lackawanna Historical Society has 

many artifacts from Scranton’s past.  As an 

old retired military guy, one recently caught 

my attention. It’s an old, worn and tattered 

flag. A little research showed it once be-

longed to the 13th Regiment of the Pennsyl-

vania National Guard. Not familiar with this 

organization, I did some additional research. 

    In the years following the Civil War there 

were many changes to American life, includ-

ing a struggling econo-

my. Along with this 

was disaffection, un-

rest, strikes and, in 

many cities, riots.  In 

the late summer of 

1877, the national 

transportation system 

was paralyzed by 

strikes and lawless-

ness.   One of the ef-

fects of this was the 

closing of the coal 

mines which threw 

some 25,000 to 40,000 

men out of work in the 

Lackawanna Valley. 

Following the lead of 

the great riots in Pitts-

burg and Philadelphia 

some 5,000 rioters attempted to loot the city 

of Scranton. A group of civil war veterans 

went to the mayor and got permission to or-

ganize a “Citizens Protection Corps.”  This 

Corps came together to protect Scranton’s 

residents in a moment of crisis, when a mob 

was marching at Lackawanna and Washing-

ton Avenues.  The Corps was very effective 

at dispersing the mob which was greatly ap-

preciated by the mayor. After this, the state 

recognized that it needed a more permanent 

military organization. The first step was the 

renaming of the Corps as the Scranton City 

Guard. Then with the recommendation of 

Governor Hartranft the legislature passed 

an act reorganizing the Militia of the State. 

On the 19th of October 1878 the 13th      

Regiment was officially formed from what 

had been the Scranton City Guard. 

    Before this occurred the guard decided it 

needed an armory if it was going to be an 

effective organization. 

Major Henry Boies, 

who had served with 

the Ellsworth Zouaves 

during the Civil War 

and was elected Major 

of the 13th regiment, 

purchased land on the 

east side of Adams Av-

enue midway between 

Linden and Mulberry 

Streets. The building 

was completed Jan 31, 

1878. 

    One of the first for-

mal functions the 

Guard participated in 

was a parade on the 

anniversary of the Wy-

oming Massacre. One 

of their duties was escorting the President of 

the United States, Rutherford B. Hayes.  In 

return for their excellent performance all 

had the privilege of shaking the President’s 

hand. 

    Upon taking command of the Guard one 

of the first things Major Boies did was begin 

an organized rifle practice.  In the spring of 

1878, on the land he acquired between Lin-

den and Mulberry streets and from Clay 

13th Regiment flag in the LHS collection. The silk has 

deteriorated over the years; curator Ella Rayburn stabi-

lized the object with acid-free board and Mylar strips.  
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Ave. to the boundary line of Nay Aug Park, 

he set up several rifle ranges. They became 

known throughout the state for their accura-

cy with weapons.         

    Another important event in the early life of 

the 13th was their first encampment.  Boies 

believed it would be highly beneficial to the 

regiment as a lesson in actual military ser-

vice in the field. Initially faced with a prob-

lem of where to hold it they received and ac-

cepted an offer from the citizens of Long 

Beach, New Jersey to hold it there. On       

August 21, 1879, they went into their first 

camp. 

    A year later they went into their first 

Pennsylvania state encampment at Fairmont 

Park, Philadelphia. While at all their en-

campments, the 13th improved their military 

skills. In 1885 they encamped at Mt. Gretna 

with Col. Hitchcock in command. This was a 

statewide encampment and for the first time 

drill competitions were instituted. The 13th 

won the honors. Afterwards they were com-

plimented by Gen. Sherman of Civil War 

fame.  

    On May 13, 1898, the 13th was mustered 

into service of the U.S. for the Spanish-

American War. A year later, Col. Louis     

Watres assumed command of the Regiment. 

The 13th served in a variety of places along 

the border and performed well in all of them. 

One of the things Col. Watres wanted to get 

done was to build a new armory. He laid the 

corner stone at the new site on the 900 block 

of Adams Avenue on November 3, 1900. 

Work was completed on June 1, 1901. 

    Border duty for the regiment terminated 

on March 21, 1917. The 13th returned home 

to honors and celebrations and settled into 

its old home. Unfortunately, that was not to 

be for long. Within six month, on September 

26, 1917, the 13th received orders merging it 

into the 109th infantry and 108th machine 

gun battalion. Although that was their      

official end they lived on for years in the 

hearts and minds of the people of Scranton. 

Distinguished for Their Talents:  

Theatrical Portraits by Scranton’s Master Penman  

P. W. Costello, 1905-1930. 
  From February 5 through April 23, the Weinberg Memorial Library's Heritage Room will ex-

hibit pen and ink portraits of late 19th and early 20th century theatrical personalities drawn 

between 1905 and 1930 by Scranton's Master Penmen Patrick W. Costello. Costello was nation-

ally recognized for his engrossing work, a combination of calligraphic lettering and artistic de-

sign. In his spare time, he honed his craft, often drawing pen and ink portraits of stage person-

alities whom he admired, and was fortunate to have some of his subjects autograph their por-

traits. The exhibit will include a variety of stage actors, some long forgotten but others, like 

John Barrymore, still very familiar today.   

  At a free exhibit reception on Tuesday, March 27 at 6 pm Costello’s great-grandson, Thomas 

Costello, will speak on the artist’s career and University of Scranton English professor Michael 

Friedman will discuss Shakespearean performances at the turn of the 20th century. 

West Scranton  

Calendars are Back! 
 

The 2018 West Scranton Calendars are on sale 

now at the Catlin House offering a selection of 

photographs of community businesses, churches 

and other favorite West Side locales. 
 

Price: $10      LHS Member Price: $9 
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Memorials 
The Society recently received a donation  

in memory of Moosic residents  

Edward Joseph & Catherine (Connolly) McQueen  
to its Capital Campaign with this note: 

 

...I am at a brick wall finding any relations to either 
grandparent. I am someone seeing this in 
the journal will make familial connection and 

me. I have only one link to McQueen and one 
to Connolly. Neither has connected with anyone 
else. Thank 

Kathleen (McQueen) Dochtermann Boyd  
19350 Magnolia Grove    

VA  

Contributions to the Lackawanna Historical Society in the name  
of individuals are placed in a Memorial Fund and are not used for general 
operations. To contribute in the name of an individual, please send check 
payable to the Society with the name and address of person(s) for whom 
memorial is made. All contributions to the Lackawanna Historical Society 

are tax deductible to the fullest extent that the law provides. 

Ice Harvest Program 
On Sunday, February 11, at 2 pm, local historian 

Rick Smith will give a presentation on the Pocono ice  

industry. Once a major industry in the Pocono plateau, 

the practice continues in Tobyhanna today, using  

traditional methods and providing ice through the  

summer months. Join us to learn more about this 

unique wintertime industry!  

Want to take a night off from cooking,  

NEXT UP:  

January 17: Formosa 

727 S. State St., Clarks Summit (570) 585-1902  
  

 

February 21: Pizza by Pappas 

 303 N Washington Ave, Scranton (reservations not required) 
 

 

March 21:  Harvest Seasonal Grill & Wine Bar (tentative) 

7011 Shoppes Blvd, Moosic (570) 342-3330  
 

 

April 18: Marzoni’s 

26 Montage Mountain Rd., Moosic (570) 342-7027  
 

*Like us on Facebook or check our website for future dates! 

Civil War Roundtable  
Continues 

The Scranton Civil War 

Roundtable will continue 

to meet the second   

Tuesday of each month 

at 7 pm at the Catlin 

House. Yearly member-

ship is $20 for an indi-

vidual and $25 for families and is open to 

anyone with an interest in the Civil War era 

1860-1865. Join us on January 9 to hear 

one of our Roundtable members speak about 

the 1864 Shohola train wreck in nearby 

Pike County. Please check our website or 

Facebook for upcoming topics.  
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Get Ready for 2018… 

250th Anthracite Anniversary License Plates and  

Calendars Available! 

As we kick off the yearlong celebration of the 250th anniversary 

of anthracite, show off your anthracite pride with a license plate 

or calendar! Different license designs celebrate the Irish, Rocky 

Glen memories, old-time railroads, the Lackawanna Historical 

Society, local towns, and the anthracite industry. 

 

The collectible calendar features 

historic and modern images of 

coal mines, railroads, and trol-

leys, and lists upcoming events 

and holidays. 
 

License plates are $20, and calendars $15. Both are available for 

sale at the Catlin House; stop by today to pick up yours!  

Pysanky Workshop Returns! SAVE THE DATE 

The Society  

will once again 

host our popular 

pysanky  

egg-making 

workshop on  

Saturday, 

March 24  

at 10 am and  

1 pm at the  

Catlin House. 

The workshop, hosted by Tammy Bud-

novitch, a member of SS Cyril & Methodius 

Ukrainian church, will focus on the basic 

steps of making pysanky. Cost is $25 which 

includes all needed supplies. There will al-

so be pysanky for sale as well as additional 

supplies. Space is limited, so please call us 

at 570-344-3841 to reserve yours today! 

In March, the Junior League of 

Scranton will present an exhibit 

at the Catlin House highlighting 

moments from their 75-year  

history of working to improve our community. 
 

 

The 14th Annual Grand Civil 

War Ball will be held on       

Saturday, April 14 at the   

Century Club and the Ragtime 

Brunch will take place at the 

Radisson on Sunday, April 15. 

In addition, the Society will host 

a vintage accessory sale that weekend at 

the Catlin House of items de-accessed from the 

Society collection. 

 

 

Study up for the return of You Live Here, You 

Should Know This! on Saturday, May 5  

at the Slocum Hollow Bar at Montage. 

Think you know it all already? Contact 

us NOW to form a team to compete! 
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Amps ($3000 and over) 

Joules ($500-$999) 

Ohms ($1000-$2999) 

Anonymous 
Accentuate Catering 
Florence Gillespie Brown 
Dr. John & Nancy Farkas 
Mort & Sue Fuller 
Frieder Foundation 
LHVA 

Arlene Devereaux O'Hara 
Dalida A. O'Malley 
Richard Leonori 
Linda Lynett 
Monroe County LSA Grant 
People’s Security Bank 
PHMC Keystone Grant 

Anonymous 
Dorrance Belin 
Valerie Bertinelli 
Laurie Cadden 
Elaine Carroll,  
   In Memory of Birdie Carroll 
Joseph F. Cimini 

Charles Connell 
Donald Frederickson, Jr., Esq. 
Joe & Fran Garvey 
Michael & Nada Gilmartin 
Tom & Eileen Griffiths 
Hawk Family Foundation 
Tom & Paula Horlacher 

Gerald Burns 
Patrick A. Calvey 
Carbondale Historical Society 
Carpenter’s Local Union 645 
John G. Carling 
Chipak Funeral Home 
Cathy Chamoni, In Memory of  
  Catherine R. Chamoni 
Bonnie Ciero 
Thomas Cipriano 
Brian Clark 
John & Mary Cognetti 
Jim & Gay Clifford 
Colman Sales Co., Inc. 
Mary Theresa Connolly 
Willis Conover 
Lynn M. Conrad 

Jeff Kiefer 
Jane E. McGowty 
Morey & Sondra Myers 
John & Jenn Ochman 
Jane Oppenheim 
Overlook Estate Foundation 
Jack & Cathie Spall 

Theodore Horger 
Tom & Fafi Karam 
Dominic & Fran Keating 
Ellen Lodwick 
Mary McDonald 
Dorothy Mackie 
Jane Martin 
Mary Jane Memolo 
Todd & Elizabeth O’Malley 
Roswell S. Patterson 
Nick & Sue Petula 

Watts ($100-$499) 
Cruciani Family 
Catherine Cullen 
Gene & Ann Domski 
Cemetery Ass. of Dunmore 
Mary Dymond 
Dr. Jeremiah Eagen 
Clementine Fasbender 
Fidelity Bank 
Jack Finnerty 
FNCB 
Esther Friedman 
Robert Garofalo 
Ernest J. Gazda 
Natalie Gelb 
William Gershey 
Ann Gilmartin 
William & Theresa Graziano 

Anonymous 
James & Patricia Alperin 
William J. Antognoli 
John Beck 
Tony & Olivia Bernardi 
Richard & Faye Bishop 
Dr. & Mrs. Edward Boehm 
Peter & Sally Bohlin 
Bohlin, Cywinski, Jackson 
Conrad & Dorothy Bosley 
Richard & Jane Bovard 
Kathleen Boyd 
F. Warren & Carol Fells Breig 
Maureen Brennan 
The Broderick Family Fund 
Marjorie Brown 
Edward & Nancy Burke 

Sarah Piccini 
Prudential Foundation 
Quandel Construction Group 
Dennis Ruddy 
Robert & Mary Ann Savakinus 
Elaine Shepard 
Deirdre Taylor 
Toyota Scranton 
Curt Walters 
David & Janet Wenzel 
Richard & Jeanne Yarmey 

Anonymous 
Irwin Adler  
 In Memory of Donna Adler 
Community Bank 
Bill & Bridget Conlogue 
Friends of LHS, In Memory of     
   Arlene Devereaux O’Hara 
James & Amy Fleming 
Doug & Shannon Forrer 
David & Ann Hawk 
Paul & Adrienne Horger 

Raymond R. & Andrea Pilch 
PPL Corporation 
Greg & Chris Posly 
Ella Rayburn 
 In Memory of Mary S. Rayburn 
William J. Rinaldi, Esq. 
Ross Family Foundation 

We are still trying to make our final goal for the Capital Campaign and are 

most grateful to everyone who has contributed. As we close out the campaign we 

ask your help in spreading the word to your friends in neighbors. We are 

$40,000 short of our goal and realize that if we can get 2000 local residents and 

friends to each donate $20, we could finally wrap up the campaign.  Our quest is posted on our Fa-

cebook page so if you have a page, please consider sharing our effort with your friends. 

Thanks again to everyone for their support. 

We got wired, now we need to wrap it up!! 
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Watts ($100-$499) continued 

Beth Gallagher 
Eugene & Lois Gallagher 
George’s Garage 
Mary Garm 
Anne Gershey 
Jane Gilligan 
Michael & Nada Gilmartin 
 In Honor of John Atkins 
Patricia Green 
Dorothy Gordon 
Suzanne Harper 
Joyce Hatala 
Jack Horvath 
IBM International Foundation 
Ionic Development 
Barbara Jean Jones 
Steve & Joanne Kavulich 
Dale & Joyce Keklock 
Judi Keller 
Sandra Korpak & Jeff Gretz 
Kevin’s Worldwide 
Delores & Edward Kownaski 
Dennis & Mary Kryzanowski 
Rudolph Kunz 
David & Anita Lohin 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard MacGregor 
Conor Malone 
Peter Manley 
Ralph J. Marino 
Pat Marion 

Andrew & Mary Hailstone 
Paul Hart 
Richard Healey 
Natalie Henkelman 
Hinerfield Commercial Realty 
Scott Holzman 
Dr. Frank X. J. Homer 
Jean Horger 
Alan & Polly Hughes 
IBEW Local #81 
Mary Ann Jacquinot 
Jermyn Historical Society 
Dave & Sue Jones 
Robert T. Kelly 
Violet Kelly 
Lawrence & Judith Kennedy 
Tom Kingsley 
Catherine Kloss 
Michael & Jennie Knies 
Arlene Kohl 
Lois Kretsch 
John Krisa, Esq. 
Chester & Deilsie Kulesa 
Charles. & Ann Marie Kumpas 
Jerry & Fran Langan 
Ron Leas 
Lee Electric Supply Co. 
George & Patti Lynett 
Scott & Libby Lynett 

Phillip & Kathleen McCarthy  
 In Memory of Francis P. Hanley & 

Leslie A. Mills 
Mary Lynne McDermott 
Nancy McDonald 
Jack & Rosemary McGuigan 
Thomas J. McHugh 
Thomas McLane 
Matthew D. Mackie, Jr. 
Richard & Sally Marquardt 
Dennis & Sharleen Martin 
Midlantic Engineering Inc. 
Gino Mori 
National Bakery 
NE Detachment Marine Corps League 
James Nicholas 
Jim & Alice Noone 
Ann Marie O’Hara 
Vera Jean Pace 
Joseph Pascoe 
PNC Bank 
Pesavento Monuments 
Leni Piasky 
Leah Pileggi 
 In Memory of Donna Adler 
Hank & Barbara Platt 
John & Silke Reddington 
 In Memory of Dodo Reddington  
 & Cindy Cawley 

Volts (under $100) 

Mark & Michele McDade 
Chris McWilliams 
Minnie Mead 
Gail Morgan 
Shawn Murphy 
Linda O'Leary 
Arlene O’Malley 
Ed & Betsy Osman 
Juliana Piccini 
Melissa Raught Dahlenburg 
Alana Roberts 
Francis Ruane 
Paul Rudnick 
Julia Savakinus 
Robert & Mary Ann Savakinus  
 In Memory of Jack Hiddlestone 
Elsie Schweitzer 
Linda Scott 
Doug Smith 
Peter Smith 
Nancy Thomas 
Martin A. Toth, Esq. 
Sally Venesky 
Jeanette Wagner 
Marilyn Wentland 
Shelley White 
Alice Witkowski 
Patrick Young 
William J. Young 

Anonymous 
Clara Adcroft 
Walter Avery 
Pete & Ellie Axford 
James Benetzky 
Andy Billek 
Tammy Budnovitch 
Michael G. Bufalino 
William & Susan Calpin 
LaBella Associates 
Ray Ceccotti 
Anthony & Diana Centrella 
Carol Chisdak 
Mike Chmiola 
Phil Condron 
Shirley Cottrino 
Robert & Sharon Cuff 
Thomas Dailey 
Bob Durkin 
Robert N. Eckersley 
Daniel Emick 
Christine Ewasho 
Exxonmobile Corporation 
John Anthony Farkas, Jr. 
Lois & Bill Farrell 
Joshua Felter 
Rabbi Michael & Doris Fine 
Diane Fritz 
William H. Fritz 

Mary Rhodes 
Francis & Jeanne Ruane 
Robert & Laura Santoski 
Daniel Schreffler 
Scranton Label, Inc. 
Scranton Rent-All 
John & Susan Sheerin 
Jean Shields 
James & Barbara Shuta 
Joseph & Erin Speicher 
Joanne Stetz 
Joseph & Margaret Sznyter 
Pat Tobin 
Isaac Tripp IV 
Gene & Joan Turko 
University of Scranton 
James & Sharon Vipond 
R.J. Walker 
Jack & Liana Walsh 
Torry Watkins 
Timothy D. Welby, M.D. 
Deacon Michael Wengrin 
James Wert 
Jonathon Wilson & Danielle Arigo 
Kathy Winckler 
Paula Yaggi 
Kristen Yarmey  
Thomas Yeager 
Clarice Zaydon 
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cause there was another Leesville in the 

state. According to one source, a new town 

name was selected in 1875 after two Scran-

ton, PA residents, who had come into the ar-

ea looking for a place to set up a saw mill, 

suggested the name. As a stop on the North 

Eastern Railroad, 82 miles north of Charles-

ton, the town was situated in an area that 

produced lumber products including naval  

stores. Although unconfirmed, it is possible 

that the local residents who had suggested 

the town name were workers for one of the 

Pennsylvania-based lumber companies oper-

ating in South Carolina at the time. (Today, 

the Scranton, S.C. web site contains a video 

of local highlights accompanied by the theme 

from “The Office” similar to the opening of 

the TV series set in the older Scranton.) 
 

Scranton, South Dakota 

     This Scranton is “historical” according to 

GNIS, meaning that the name of the commu-

nity once existed but no more. The communi-

ty was originally located on the east bank of 

the Missouri River in Walworth County of 

north-central South Dakota. Today the site is 

near Swan Creek on Lake Oahe, created by 

the damming of the Missouri. In 1883 the 

community of Scranton served as the county 

seat, but a more flourishing town to the north 

called LeBeau supplanted the old Scranton, 

which changed its name to South LeBeau. Le 

Beau became a shipping point for cattle on 

the railroad. The original choice of the Scran-

ton name in the early 1880s may have come 

from the existence of several Welsh families 

who had homesteaded in that part of Dakota 

Territory. Some of those may have come from 

Scranton, PA. In 1881-1883, William D. Da-

vies, who had lived most of his life in Hyde 

Park and Scranton, toured the Dakota farm 

communities to raise funds for the recon-

struction of the Hyde Park Chapel of the Cal-

vinistic Methodists. The chapel had collapsed 

Exporting Scranton 
by: Willis Conover 

Scranton, North Carolina 

     With a population today of 120, Scranton 

is located in Hyde County, in the eastern part 

of the state.  The unincorporated community 

is near the Purge River and at sea level on 

Scranton Creek. Originally known as Clark, 

the town was renamed Scranton for a lumber 

mill that was relocated there from Scranton 

PA. In 1892 the Scranton Land and Lumber 

Company, headed by James M. Rhodes with 

thirteen Scranton investors, arrived at the 

location, buying some 16,500 acres of timber 

and farm land and building a saw mill and 

store. With its water access to Pamlico Sound 

and the Atlantic Ocean, the company estab-

lished a barge line and carried lumber to 

northern ports such as Baltimore. By 1907, 

other lumber interests from Scranton, PA 

had entered the area.  
 

Scranton, North Dakota 

     Scranton, with about 280 residents today, 

is located in Bowman County, in southwest 

North Dakota. The town was founded in 1907 

along the Milwaukee Road rail line and 

named for Scranton, PA because the new 

town was located in a coal mining area. The 

name was selected by John F. Brodie, who 

headed the Consolidated Coal Company 

which mined lignite at the site. Brodie, along 

with officials of the Milwaukee line, laid out 

the new town and sold building lots. (In 1893, 

Brodie had married Mary Elizabeth Reilly of 

Wilkes-Barre.) 
 

 Scranton, South Carolina 

     In eastern South Carolina, south of the 

city of Florence, in Florence County, Scranton 

is located on U.S. Route 52 north of Lake 

City. It has a population of about 870. Origi-

nally the town was named Leesville, but resi-

dents experienced mail delivery problems be-

The final installment of Scrantons across the 

country - your travel plans are complete! 
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when a mine under it destroyed its founda-

tions.  Reportedly he raised some $3,500. Da-

vies’ visit suggests a connection between the 

two Scrantons since he notes several home-

steaders with Scranton, PA links. 
 

Scranton, Wisconsin  

     Founded in the lumber country of north-

ern Wisconsin, Scranton sits on the east 

branch of Black River, in Wood County. The 

town was also on the Green Bay & Minnesota 

Railroad that carried lumber between 

Winona, Minnesota and Lake Michigan, via 

Green Bay. Joseph H. Scranton, the active 

capitalist, was an investor in the Delaware, 

Lackawanna and Western Railroad, presi-

dent of Lackawanna Iron and Coal Company, 

and sold rails to the Green Bay railroad en-

terprise. (The railroad’s #3 locomotive was 

named for him.) Walter Scranton was an of-

ficer of the Green Bay & Minnesota (1871-

1876). In 1873 the GB&MRR fell under the 

control of the DLW. By 1880 the town popu-

lation numbered about 65 as the lumber had 

been cut and hauled away. Today the GNIS 

lists it as “historical” (a ghost town). 
 

Conclusion 

     In the latter part of the 19th century and 

early years of the 20th when many of these 

new Scranton communities were founded, 

the original Scranton was well-known as a 

prosperous, energetic city built by enterpris-

ing capitalists who spread their money and 

skills far and wide while spreading the 

Scranton name. Just like the original, some 

of those Scrantons declined in population 

when the extractive industries that support-

ed their economies declined as well. But sev-

eral Scrantons still appear on maps across 

America, testifying to the exportation of the 

original Scranton place name. 

Thanks for traveling with us– we hope you 

enjoyed the trip! 

LACKAWANNA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Capital Campaign Pledge Form 

“Let’s Get Wired!” 
 

Commit now to keep the  

Catlin House wired!  

The cost of the Catlin House 

Electrical and HVAC upgrades 

is $463,180. Please join us in 

taking care of one of the area’s 

architectural treasures and 

make your commitment today. 
 

Use this form  

to make your pledge.  

Make check payable to the  

LHS Restoration Fund  

and return to:   
 

Lackawanna Historical Society  

232 Monroe Avenue                          

Scranton, PA 18510 
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232 MONROE AVENUE 

SCRANTON, PA 18510 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 
 

Sun., Jan. 7, 2 pm A Day in the Life of an Anthracite Miner 

    Exhibit and program presented by Charles Kumpas at the Catlin House (see page 1) 
 

Tues., Jan. 9, 7 pm Civil War Roundtable: Shohola Train Wreck  (see page 6) 
 

Wed., Jan. 17  Dine Lackawanna at Formosa (see page 6) 
 

Fri., Jan. 19, 7 pm A Discussion of Four Historic Anthracite Labor Strikes, 1871-1928 

    Panel presentation at the DeNaples Student Center (see page 1) 
 

Sun., Feb. 11, 2 pm Pocono Ice Industry  
    Presentation by Rick Smith at the Catlin House (see page 6) 
 

Wed., Feb. 21  Dine Lackawanna at Pizza by Pappas (see page 6) 
 

Wed., Mar. 21  Dine Lackawanna at Harvest Seasonal Grill & Wine Bar  (see page 6) 
 

Sat., Mar. 24,  

10 am  & 1 pm   Pysanky Workshop at the Catlin House (see page 7) 

   

Sat., Apr. 14, 7 pm 14th Annual Grand Civil War Ball at the Century Club (see page 7) 
 

Sun., Apr. 15, TBA Ragtime Brunch at Carmen’s at the Radisson (see page 7)   
 

Wed., Apr. 18  Dine Lackawanna at Marzoni’s (see page 6)  
 
 

Visit our Facebook page or website for upcoming Civil War Roundtable topics! 
Visit www.lackawannahistory.org and like us on Facebook for up-to-date listings of all activities! 
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